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Approximately 150 community members attended a public meeting on Wednesday night. The 
meeting was co-hosted by the Chief Minister David E. Buffett and Mr. Robert Patch, Director 
Norfolk Island Section, Territories East Branch, Department of Regional Australia, Regional 
Development and Local Government.  
 
At the meeting the Chief Minister announced that a $3.9m funding package had been 
approved by the Australian Government to provide immediate assistance in relation to 
essential services on Norfolk.  
 
“The welcome funding package is the result of cooperative discussions between the two 
governments and I am confident that it is the first step in a partnership which will determine 
options for the long term sustainability of Norfolk Island” the Chief Minister said.  
 
Mr Patch has visited the Island twice in as many weeks and was here to meet with the people 
and to collect relevant information for future discussions.   
 
In his introductory speech Mr. Patch spoke of his experiences on the Island particularly the 
hospitality that had been afforded to him.  
 
“The Commonwealth Government is looking forward to working in a genuine partnership 
with Norfolk Island to help its Government address the issues it now faces.  It was a pleasure 
to visit the island again to learn more about its residents and its culture, the warm welcome 
and the open way that people provided there views of how the Commonwealth can assist was 
very much appreciated”, Mr Patch said. 
 
The meeting was the initial opportunity for the individuals to be a part of the ongoing 
discussions with the Commonwealth. The Chief Minister indicated that there would be further 
opportunities for public comment in the near future.   
 
“I was particularly pleased that those who were present voiced their opinions and provided 
their ideas” the Chief Minister said.   
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