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Architects Without Frontiers – New Hospital Proposa l 

 
It is with some pleasure that I make this statement to advise the community of the 

progress that is being made in relation to the construction of new hospital premises for 

Norfolk Island.  As the community would be aware the concept of a new hospital is not 

new and discussions have raged over many a year.  I have so many sets of plans in my 

office and correspondence going back some twenty years on this very subject.   Over the 

past months, work has been steadily going ahead with bringing to realization the concept 

that has been annoying the hell out of people for years. 

 

Back in June of this year, the NI Hospital Enterprise Advisory Board approved for an 

approach to be made to Melbourne based Architects without Frontiers (AFW) for the 

possibility of producing documentation so that this project could proceed.  Architects 

without Frontiers are a non-profit organization working to mobilize the Australian design 

profession to assist communities in need, through delivering built projects.   

 

Founded in 1999, AWF has worked in 12 countries on over 30 community development 

projects, including schools, hospitals, housing and community centres.  AWF’s core 

responsibility is to assist disadvantaged communities by providing building solutions to 

meet their needs and strengthening capacity in the communities.  

 

To achieve this AWF connects non-governmental organizations, community groups and 

grassroots organizations with architectural service providers to deliver sustainable built 

outcomes.  

 

I was truly excited when AWF undertook to progress this project and one of the first 

steps was to identify an architectural firm that would come on board and participate in 

the project.  AWF suggested an architectural firm by the name of S2F to come on board 

as a project partner. 
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Last week Leeanne Marshall the representative from AWF who is the AWF Projects 

Manager together with Andrew Kings Principal Architect & CEO plus Philip Ward 

Strategic Client Services Director from S2F spent 2 days on Island assessing the 

requirements for this project.  I was delighted when S2F agreed to participate in this new 

hospital project. 

 

The way forward now is for S2F to undertake further site visits, and the community will 

have their chance for input early next year when they are on Island to progress this 

project.  It is envisaged that by the end of March 2011, the Preliminary Design of 

Proposed Hospital, Provision of Master Plan and Staging Program & Scoping 

Documentation with Costing will be available and this will enable the NI Hospital 

Enterprise to undertake Stage two of this project.  Funding the Hospital. 

 

I can also report that prior to a new hospital being built, one of the biggest hurdles was 

the location of where to site it, last Thursday the NI Hospital Enterprise signed an 

agreement to purchase the two blocks of land adjacent to the Hospital and Burglers Lane 

(known as Teenie Menzies Block).   

 

This will be the site of the new hospital.  This purchase has been made possible by 

private trust funds with no contribution by the NI Government or the Commonwealth 

Government.  These funds have been administered by private trustees over the years 

set up for this sole purpose, to assist the NI Hospital Enterprise.  I am thankful to the 

trustees of these funds that they acknowledged the appropriateness to allocate these 

funds for this purpose. 

 

It is with these details in mind that I am confident that at last the realization of a new 

hospital for the community of NI is possible and ask that if any person would like to 

participate in any way in this venture to contact myself, the Hospital Director or the NI 

Hospital Advisory Board. 

 


