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The Chief Minister in a brief Radio broadcast on Friday said “there is really no new, news to 
provide about the forthcoming discussions with the Commonwealth Minister Simon Crean, in 
Canberra next week.  However, the beloved rumour mills have been at work and a range of 
stories and misconceptions have been initiated.  So I thought it would be useful to put our 
present processes for talks, into perspective, and reinforce where we are at, with some minor 
updates. 
 
I last spoke with Minister Crean on Monday, 1st November 2010.  This was a telephone 
conference.  Following that discussion, I made a major statement in the Legislative Assembly 
on 3rd November.   
 
Our discussions particularly acknowledged, that given our critical financial situation, both 
Governments are committed to work together to establish a package to address the situation. 
 
In that context, it is necessary for us to achieve 
 

- short term solutions (immediate); and 
- medium and longer term sustainability answers 

 
It continues to be very early days. 
 
Minister Crean indicated an immediate visit by senior officers from the Commonwealth.  One 
occurred the week we spoke.  Two officers, one from the Department of Finance and 
Deregulation, Mr Higham, the other from the Minister’s Department, Mr Patch, additionally 
visited for two working days at the beginning of this week.  The principal purpose was to 
examine our books, look at our financial figures and methods to control and report on 
finances. 
 
Mr Patch, new in the job, of Director of the Territories area in Minister Crean’s Department, 
also visited a range of areas to familiarise himself with Norfolk Island instrumentalities. 
 
The visit of these two officers will assist both Minister Crean and myself to see how any of 
our activities may fit into Commonwealth programmes, and thus receive assistance. 
 
Minister Crean and myself are to meet face to face in Canberra, next Thursday.  There are no 
pre-conceptions about these talks, except to say the short term (therefore immediate) issues 
will have priority.  The longer term factors, take longer. 
 
There no doubt will be a series of meetings to follow and Minister Crean has responded to my 
invitation to visit here, by projecting a visit in the New Year. 
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Any “talk around the town” about decisions having been made to migrate individual functions 
and services to or from Norfolk Island is without foundation at this early stage.   
These are the medium and long term considerations.  They will need to be tackled.  But are 
not decisions that have been made, nor are they decisions projected for next week’s talks. 
 
Minister Craig Anderson, Minister for Finance, will accompany me to Canberra next week.  
We leave on Wednesday, 24 November and the talks are on Thursday, 25 November at 4:00 
p.m. 
 
It goes without saying.  These are important Norfolk Island discussions. 
 
I will speak to you promptly when Craig Anderson and I return.  Without making promises – 
you never know what is to take place between now and then – I project that to be on the 
Monday after our Canberra meeting.” 
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