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MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 

 

As a preliminary to the statement on a Matter of Public Importance I recount, that 

at the commencement of this 13th Legislative Assembly, I spread out for you the 

rationale for erecting four Ministers- 

• Manage our finances  

• Foster our principle and other industries  

• Provide services to the community  

• Maintain relationships with the Commonwealth  

 

At our most recent business sitting of the Legislative Assembly, I presented the 

Government’s Directions Paper, and illustrated actions and progress in these four 

areas over the six months since we commenced.  

 

I’ll not necessarily repeat them all here. The Directions document was published 

in the local press and continues to be available.  

 

One area dealt with the relationship with the Commonwealth Government, I said 

“A positive partnership with Australia is essential. This is particularly illustrated in 

the difficult economic times we currently face.”   

 

I explained that the Norfolk Island Government had written to the Australian 

Government seeking to meet expediently to both brief and discuss Norfolk Island 

operations and circumstances. I particularly set out some of the issues for 

prospective discussions, whether or not they were of a controversial on nature.  
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Examples include- 

• Reconsideration by the Commonwealth Government of prompt financial 

relief, whilst factors to secure long term sustainability are secured. 

• Joint government evaluation of the longer term sustainability of Norfolk 

Island, its infrastructure, and its delivery of services. 

• Whether the Norfolk Island Government may contribute to the 

Commonwealth and become eligible for a range of Commonwealth 

funding and grants. 

These issues that I have just exampled have been pursued with the 

Commonwealth government , and this matter of Public Importance is to advise 

you of happenings to date.  

 

What I am to read to you now is a statement agreed between the Hon. Simon 

Crean, Minister for Regional Australia, Regional Development and Local 

Government, and myself.  

 

I therefore am pleased to inform this House that since the new Federal 

Government was formed there have been positive communications between 

myself and the Minister for Regional Australia, Regional Development and Local 

Government the Honourable Simon Crean.   

 

I communicated with him immediately an Australian Government was formed 

post the August Commonwealth elections and Minister Crean was identified as 

the appropriate Minister dealing with Norfolk Island affairs along with broad 

responsibility for all Australia's territories.  

 

My most recent contact, a conference call, with Minister Crean, was on Monday 

afternoon. This statement I am making today was jointly agreed between us.  

I am now confident that the Federal Government is aware of the critical financial 

situation that the Island is facing and that both Governments are now committed 

to working together to establish a package to address the situation.  
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The Minister and I have agreed that it is necessary to urgently achieve short term 

solutions as well as working co operatively to ensure the long term sustainability 

of the Norfolk Island economy through structural reform to the Island’s 

governance arrangements and participation in the Australian taxation and social 

security systems.  

 

Discussions regarding taxation and participation in the social security system will 

proceed on the basis that there will be a net benefit for Norfolk Island and its 

community and there is appropriate consideration of local circumstances 

 

Minister Crean has provided me with an assurance that a senior officer from his 

Department will be on Island this week and that the Department of Finance and 

Deregulation will provide a senior officer to be on Island as soon as practicable 

and to be available for the immediate future to make a thorough assessment of 

our financial situation to assist the two Governments develop these solutions.    

 

Given my discussions with the Minister there is greater confidence to say, and I 

do say, the Norfolk Island Government now supports the passage of the  

Territories Law Reform Bill through the Australian Parliament.  

 

The Minister and I have agreed in broad terms to Norfolk Island’s participation in 

the Australian Taxation system, to ensure that our community is able to 

participate in Commonwealth benefits and packages.    

 

This aspect of course has not been developed in detail. It is very early days. This 

detail-expected to be lengthy- will be the responsibility of myself and of my 

colleagues, to enhance and bring forward. The Minister for Finance, the 

Honourable Craig Anderson will particularly have a role to ensure that the 

financial details are developed in a partnership between the Norfolk Island 

Government, the Community and the Commonwealth Government. 
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Minister Crean and myself have agreed to meet in Canberra on Thursday 25th 

November in the fortnight period in which the Commonwealth Parliament again 

gathers in Canberra, prior to the Christmas recess. By this time it is expected that 

sufficient preliminary work will have been conducted on the Island by the 

Commonwealth officer, to provide substance for further discussions  

 

As I have said it is early days. In the context of this I urge the community to be 

positive and confident in the knowledge that the Government of Norfolk Island 

and the Commonwealth Government are committed to the future sustainability of 

Norfolk Island. When I have further matters to report, I will do so.  


