
 

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 

MEDIA RELEASE  

 
MINISTER SPEAKS OUT  

 
There appears to be substantial misinformation circulating in the Community arising from 
the tabling of a letter in the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday (28th July) by the 
Minister for Finance and The Attorney General, Hon Craig Anderson. 
 
A copy of the letter has been supplied to the local media by the Chief of Staff, Elizabeth 
Burns, at their request. 
 
Minister Anderson has requested that the following statement and the letter be published in 
full 
 
“The attached letter from myself to the Minister for Home Affairs, Hon Brendan 
O’Connor, was prepared to provide to the Minister with responsibility for Norfolk Island 
the 2010-2011 budget papers and the Appropriation Act for that period. 
 
The comments that are made were prepared by me and were to advise the Minister of the 
view I hold of the current state of affairs related to the finances of Norfolk Island, which I, 
as Minister for Finance, am responsible for. At not time did I say that Norfolk Island’s 
economy had collapsed. The reference to the economy effectively having collapsed was, 
when taken in context, a reference to the state of stagnation that we currently find 
ourselves in. 
 
The letter was sent in anticipation of a meeting with Minister O’Connor the same week at 
which it was hoped the matters addressed in the letter might be briefly discussed. 
Unfortunately the calling of the Federal election caused the expected meeting to be 
cancelled. 
 
The letter was designed to stimulate interest and to encourage discussion. It also continued 
a course of action related to a “Working Group” and the topics to be included, that was 
commenced in the last Assembly. It was not a new idea. The reference to discussing the 
“realignment of the Commonwealth and Norfolk Island taxation regimes” would cover 
every form of taxation and includes topics raised previously as matters to be looked at by a 
working group. It was not a new idea. 
 
In the letter I refer to myself as a “non Norfolk Islander” because I was not born here and I 
am not related to any family on the island. No one appears to have taken exception to that 
description but for clarity it was not intended to communicate anything other than that 
difference.  
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My invitation to discuss matters that might allow Norfolk Island to participate in 
Commonwealth funding programs was aimed at just that – DISCUSSION. The discussions 
were specifically referred to as “on a without prejudice basis” which means let’s cover 
everything but there is no commitment by anyone that the discussions were acceptance of 
the matters to be discussed. If we talk about all possibilities than the Norfolk Island 
Government can consider all alternatives and take to the Community an analysis of the 
pro’s and con’s for the Community to consider. 
 
If we never get the discussions started we will seriously reduce our ability to return the 
island to the financial stability that we formally enjoyed. If we do not discuss the 
deterioration in the island’s infrastructure and the cost of maintenance and replacement we 
will never be able to afford the million of dollars it will take to cover the depreciation of 
the last 30 years or be able to restore our bank balance. 
 
I stated in the Assembly this week that I will defer to anyone that has an alternative 
solution but no one has come forward to provide any alternative short or long term 
solution to the island’s financial problems. 
 
I hope the letter encourages sensible and constructive discussion both on Norfolk Island 
and in Canberra. I welcome all views.” 
 
 
30th July 2010 
 
 
Craig M Anderson  
Minister for Finance and  
The Attorney General 
CONTACT: CHIEF OF STAFF, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, NORFOLK 

ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624 

 

 

 

 

 


