
   

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Island-wide BVDV eradication program to commence in August 

 
The Minister for Community Services announced this week that the Stock owners and the 
Administration of Norfolk Island are about to embark on a program to eradicate Bovine Viral 
Diarrhoea Virus (BVDV) (otherwise known as Bovine Pestivirus) on Norfolk Island.   
 
BVDV is a viral infection in cattle, which has a negative impact on herd productivity, resulting in 
increased abortion rates (up to 25-50%), poorly developed calves and increased susceptibility to 
other diseases.  The virus is transmitted between cattle via contact with secretions, but does not 
transmit to humans.  Testing undertaken during the April 2009 muster identified that BVDV is 
widespread amongst the common herd (i.e. cattle holding pasturage rights), with 72% of cattle 
tested throughout the island found to be BVDV antibody positive.  The actual and potential 
negative impact this virus has on cattle and their owners is significant.   
 
A meeting was held in November 2009 for cattle owners to discuss what to do about BVDV on 
Norfolk Island.  At that meeting it was unanimously agreed that an eradication program should be 
attempted.  Since then, the Administration has made contact with recognised experts in BVDV 
identification, treatment and eradication, to obtain further advice on an eradication program for 
Norfolk Island.  The Administration, in conjunction with Norfolk Island Veterinary Surgery, has 
now finalised a program, and will commence the eradication next month.   
 
“I welcome this program, and want to emphasise the importance of the cooperation of all cattle 
owners during the program.  It is estimated that there are approximately 1528 head of cattle on 
Norfolk Island, and they all need to be tested as part of this program”, Minister Sheridan said.   
 
“At the same time, all female cattle three months and older need to be vaccinated against BVDV”, 
the Minister added.   
 
Testing is done by taking ear notches from cattle and sending these to a laboratory for analysis.  As 
soon as the results are known, cattle found to be antigen positive are to be isolated from other cattle 
and restrained, and subjected to a further test, for antibodies.  Antibody tests will differentiate 
“acutely/recently infected” cattle and “persistently infected” cattle (i.e. those which are 
continuously spreading virus and never develop immunity).   
 
Cattle that build up immunity will, following further testing, be allowed back in contact with other 
animals, and those found to be persistently infected will need to be destroyed.  The number of cattle 
anticipated to be destroyed is likely to be around 10 to 20, and is quite likely to be less than that.  
Vaccinated cows require a booster injection about 4 to 6 weeks after the initial treatment.  Every 
calf born within 9 months after the vaccination also needs to be tested as soon as they are born, as 
there is otherwise no way of knowing if any of these will be infected.  As with the initial testing, 
any calves found to be persistently infected need to be euthanased. 
 
To assist with the program, the Administration is bringing Dr Enoch Bergman to Norfolk Island in 
August to talk to cattle owners about BVDV, and the eradication program.  Dr Bergman has had 



 2 
extensive experience in dealing with BVDV, and is a member of the BVDV Technical Advisory 
Group.  Dr Bergman will assist the island’s veterinary surgeon Dr Candice Snell in the initial 
testing and vaccination of cattle.  Very rarely, sheep can transmit the virus without being affected, 
and it has therefore been recommended by Dr’s Snell and Bergman that a sample of sheep is also 
undertaken, to ensure that this has not happened on Norfolk Island.   
 
The Administration of Norfolk Island is coordinating the program but the majority of the cost will 
be passed onto cattle owners.  The total cost of the initial treatment will be approximately $15 per 
head of cattle, and the cost of the follow-up treatment 4 to 6 weeks later will be approximately $7 
per head of cattle.  There will be other, mostly minor costs involved, in tagging all cattle, testing a 
sample of sheep, and testing newborn calves during the 9 months after the initial treatment.  Cattle 
owners will be asked to pay a total of $20 per head of cattle they own, and the Administration will 
meet all costs of the initial eradication program above and beyond this figure.   
 
The plan of this program is to eradicate BVDV from Norfolk Island completely within the next 2 
years, thus with the assistance of the cattle owners, and the BVDV Eradication Team, it is unlikely 
that further testing or vaccination will be necessary beyond a vaccination booster which may be 
required in 13 to 14 months time.   
 
More information on BVDV is available at https://www.bvdvaustralia.com.au/home/  
 
For any enquiries regarding the BVDV eradication program, please contact Acting Manager Land 
Use & Environment Alan McNeil on email amcneil@admin.gov.nf or phone 23595. 
 
30th July 2010  
 
 
Timothy Sheridan  
Minister for Community Services                  
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