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This week saw the passing of the Territory Law Reform Bill 2010 in the Federal House of 
Representatives. Whilst there were no changes made to the Bill, Mr. Keenan, The Shadow 
Minister for Justice, Customs and Border Protection, Mr Neville MLA, The Honourable Mr. 
Debus former Minister for Home Affairs, Mr Gray AO MLA, Parliamentary Secretary for 
Western and Northern Australia, Ms Ellis MLA, and Minister O’Connor spoke to the Bill.  
 
It was pleasing to read in Hansard that Mr Keenan particularly, provided the House with 
information as to how the Bill would affect Norfolk Island. Mr Keenan’s speech was detailed 
and accurately depicted the six main concerns that I raised with him in a recent meeting in 
Canberra.  
 
The Bill now moves to the Senate the next legislative stage. Mr Keenan indicated in the House 
that he would like to reserve the right to move amendments in the Senate. The Government 
are currently working with Mr Keenan on this proposal.  
 
This week also saw the sitting of the Legislative Assembly and the passing of the 
Appropriation Bill. I commend my colleagues and the Administration staff for all the hard 
work that went into preparing this budget. As previously discussed the 2010/2011 Budget is a 
maintenance budget  despite that however I echo the words of Madame Speaker let us think 
positively for the future.  
 
At the sitting this week I tabled some amendments to the Public Sector Management Act 2000 
to assist in alleviating the situation in relation to appeals and some other long standing issues 
that have arisen over a number of years. The amendments are the first step in solving the 
issues between the Public Service Board, the Chief Executive Officer and the Public Service 
Association and I urge those of you who have an interest in this area to review the 
amendments. 
 
Another initiative that the Government has been discussing relates to extending the two for 
one airline special but I will leave that for my colleague the Hon. Andre Nobbs Minister for 
Tourism, Industry and Development to elaborate on. Suffice to say that increasing the Tourist 
numbers is fore front in all our minds as are all four of the core areas that this Government has 
committed to, finances, community services, intergovernmental Government relations and 
tourism.  
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