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This week marked the second sitting of the 13th Legislative Assembly. A robust question time 
was followed by vigorous debate on several issues. 
 
The second Assembly meeting saw inaugural speeches from, the Minister for Finance and The 
Attorney General, Craig Anderson, Ms Melissa Ward MLA and Ms Rhonda Griffiths MLA.   
 
It was also with great pleasure that I was able to compliment the previous Madame Clerk on 
twenty six years of exceptional service and welcome her to the House as Madam Speaker, a 
first for Norfolk Island’s Legislative Assembly.  
 
Whilst the sitting of the Assembly was of great importance this week the Assembly team have  
also been focussed on the development of the Government’s second submission to the Joint 
Standing Committee for National Capital and External Territories (JSC) regarding the 
Territory Reform Bill 2010. This follows the Norfolk Island Govenrment’s appearance before 
the JSC on Thursday of last week.  
 
Much detail has gone into the development of the second submission and the Norfolk Island 
Government is confident that it has provided the Joint Standing Committee with a way 
forward. 
 
It was encouraging also to meet this week with Mr Julian Yates, the First Assistant Secretary 
and Ms Alison Green, Acting Assistant Secretary Territories East, of the newly formed 
Territories Division in the Attorney General’s Department. He visited the Island this week on 
a familiarisation tour.  Mr Yates indicated that the newly formed division was designed to 
build partnerships and provide an ongoing relationship between the Department and the 
Government of Norfolk Island.  
 
I took the opportunity of the meeting to reiterate the Norfolk Island Government’s position in 
relation the Territory Reform Bill 2010.  
 
Another positive for the island this week was the second visit of the Pacific Cruise Ship to 
Norfolk. It was a great spectacle to see the ship moored off the Kingston Pier and some 1550 
passengers disembarked and visited the Island.  
 
I received a letter from the Captain of the Ship, Captain Lane, following the visit and he  
indicated to me that the visit to Norfolk Island was much enjoyed by the passengers and that 
this was largely due to the cooperation all the Norfolk people involved in the operation.  
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He also asked me to particularly acknowledge those who provided expert pilotage services for 
the tenders. He identified that the tenders form part of the ship's lifesaving capacity and he was 
extremely thankful that there was a local person on board each tender to guide their operators 
through the narrow harbour entrance, particularly after sunset.  
 
The new Assembly is keen to move forward and provide a stable and sustainable future 
particularly in the areas of the finances, community services, Intergovernmental relations and 
Tourism. We look forward to working with the community to achieve positive outcomes in 
these spheres.  
 
16th April 2010  
 
 
David Buffett  
Chief Minister  
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