
   

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
MEDIA RELEASE 

WHALE BIRDS, EGG COLLECTION AND TARLER BIRDS 
This year’s whale bird egg collection season has been declared under the Birds Protection Act 1939. 
 
Minister for Community Services, Tim Sheridan has announced that collection of whale bird eggs 
can occur on Phillip Island in areas to the west of Long Valley between Monday 20 September and 
Sunday 7 November 2010 inclusive. 
 
“This year, I have limited the area on Phillip Island where egg collection can occur to allow for 
National Park staff to undertake a research program designed to better understand the ecology of the 
whale birds on Phillip Island and the real impacts tarler birds are having on seabirds.” The Minister 
said.  
 
National Parks requested an area be excluded from egg collection to allow research into breeding 
success of whale birds where the effect of human disturbance is minimal.  
 
“After discussions with National Park, we have selected the area to the east of the Long Valley 
Ridge line (East End) to be excluded from the declared egg harvest area on the basis that this would 
cause the least impact on traditional egg harvest”, said Mr Sheridan.  
 
The Director of National Parks, Peter Cochrane, has welcomed the support of the Norfolk Island 
Government in this research program.   
 
 “This research program will provide me with a much better understanding of whale bird population 
dynamics and the impact of purple swamp hens (tarler birds) on whale bird colonies, which will in 
turn assist in making informed decisions about management of the seabirds on Phillip Island. The 
research program will involve counting, setting up transects in both areas where eggs are collected 
and in areas where human disturbance is minimal and comparing egg hatching success between the 
two areas.  We will also be setting up remote sensing cameras to get recordings of what is causing 
the death of seabirds and damage to eggs,” Mr Cochrane said.  
 
The current restriction is envisaged to be for this season only unless the results of this research 
project indicate otherwise” the Minister said.   
 
Both Mr Sheridan and Mr Cochrane have asked for the community’s support of this research, in 
particular, respecting the no-take zone, not interfering with cameras and reporting observations of 
whale birds and tarler birds to the Norfolk Island National Park Office on 22695. 
 
 
10th September 2010 
 
Timothy Sheridan  
Minister for Community Services                  
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