
 
2010 Toon Buffett Environment Trust grants awarded 

  
A small ceremony was held at Government House this week to pay tribute to the 
memory of the late Ivens (Toon) Buffett and to present the recipients of the 2010 
Ivens F Buffett Environmental Trust grants with their cheques. 
  
In the presence of friends, Mrs Shelly Buffett presented a cheque to each of the 
following residents: 

 
NI Flora & Fauna Society 
Publication of the 2005 Norfolk Island Bird Survey and creation of dedicated 
website that will among other things, provide information about Norfolk 
Island’s flora and fauna.  
 
Tea Pot Gardens 
Creation of a sustainable water-wise garden representative of the local 
biodiversity that can be showcased to the community and visitors. 
 
Mr Brian O’Connor  
Replanting of grazing land with native species, restoring the natural habitat and 
reducing the possibility of erosion. 
 
Ms Yvonne Grube and Ms Corrine Parsons 
Restoration of a natural spring that feeds Cockpit Waterfall, along with many 
natural water lands and native vegetation, and the preservation of native flora 
and fauna. 
 
Mr_Geoff Gardner  
The construction of a series of leaky weirs to slow the water thus reducing 
erosion, recharging groundwater, reducing the silt level in the spring and 
improving the quality of water that discharges into the ocean. Natural native 
plant species will also be reintroduced as part of this project. 
 

  
His Honour the Administrator thanked all involved for their commitment to Norfolk 
Island and its environment. He acknowledged the voluntary work of the Toon Trust 
Trustees and the members of the Trust’s advisory committee, who have had the 
difficult task of assessing every application received. 
  
His Honour thanked everyone who applied for a grant, even those who were 
unsuccessful who he encouraged to apply again. His Honour noted that the 
applications demonstrate the community’s commitment and dedication to Norfolk’s 
environment and its protection, and the seriousness which with Norfolk Island 
residents take their role as the custodians of this Island and its environment. 
  
His Honour also noted that “The environmental outcomes that can be delivered 
through the Toon Trust, the grants made to residents through the Trust and the great 
work done by the Commonwealth and Norfolk Island officers and community 
representatives involved with the Trust are an example of the cooperation that occurs 



between the Australian and Norfolk Island Governments and the Norfolk Island 
community and of what we can achieve together.” 
  
The Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare, the Hon Vicky Jack 
MLA, also acknowledged the commitment of many Norfolk residents and 
organisations to Norfolk Island’s environment and heritage.  
  
Mrs Jack said that the Toon Trust had supported a wide range of projects and 
activities in Norfolk Island since it was established. These included initiatives which 
had been of great benefit to the Island’s environment including preservation of 
remnant forest: protection of coastal vegetation; rehabilitation of creeks and 
waterways; and construction of coastal walkways and tracks to improve public access 
and prevent erosion, among many other worthwhile projects. Mrs Jack said that she 
was encouraged by the number and quality of applications received for Toon Trust 
grants, which she hoped would continue when the next round of grants was made 
available. The Minister also thanked the Commonwealth and in particular His Honour 
the Administrator for their ongoing support of the Norfolk Island environment 
through the Toon Trust.  
  
The Toon Buffett Trust Environmental Trust Fund was established by the Australian 
and Norfolk Island Governments in honour of Toon’s memory.  The Australian 
Government agreed that proceeds from the freeholding of Crown Land on Norfolk 
would be paid into the Fund to be used to protect and conserve Norfolk Island’s 
environment, its heritage or to improve land management generally. The Fund uses 
this money to provide grants for projects that will achieve these outcomes. 
Applications are sought each year and are assessed by Trustees and an advisory 
committee which includes Norfolk Island Government and community 
representatives. Mrs Shelly Buffett is a community representative on the advisory 
committee. Further information on the Trust is available from the Trust's Secretary - 
Mr Bruce Taylor - who can be contacted by telephone on 22001 (extension 8) or 
email on btaylor@admin.gov.nf 


