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Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly elections: 

The structure of government in Norfolk Island  

Arrangements have commenced for the Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly elections, due 

to be held on Wednesday 17 March. Returning Officer Mitchell Evans will publish 

advertisements giving details of the polling places and times in the weeks prior to the 

election.  

This is the fourth in a series of articles providing background information on the system of 

government and administration in Norfolk Island. This week’s information concerns the 

structure of government in Norfolk Island. Next week’s article will give details on how the 

Chief Minister and Executive Members are elected.  

Norfolk Island is a self-governing territory under the authority of Australia. The Federal 

Parliament enacted the Norfolk Island Act 1979, establishing a considerable degree of self-

government for Norfolk Islanders. The Act acknowledged the special relationship between 

Norfolk Island and Norfolk Islanders of Pitcairn descent and the desire to maintain their 

traditions and culture. It also provided for: 

• an Administrator to act as the nominal head of the Norfolk Island Government; 

• a Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly able to make laws for the peace, order and 

good government of the Territory, including laws to raise taxes and impose charges; 

• an Executive Council or Ministry drawn from the Legislative Assembly and 

appointed by the Administrator on the recommendation of the Assembly;  

• the Norfolk Island Supreme Court and Norfolk Island's system of laws; and 

• a Norfolk Island public service. 

 

The Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly has the power to legislate for all things except 

coinage, the raising of defence forces, the acquisition of property on other than just terms, 

and euthanasia.  

This means that, subject to specified processes for assent to bills, the Assembly can enact 

laws on a very broad range of topics, including on matters that are the preserve of the 

Federal Government elsewhere (such as customs, quarantine and immigration). The Norfolk 

Island Government is also primarily responsible for the delivery of a wide range of public 

and community services in the Island. 
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