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MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE  

 

Madam Speaker, I talk to the House and the listening public this morning, about the 

meeting that Minister Anderson and I had with the Hon. Simon Crean, Minister for 

Regional Australia, Regional Development and Local Government, in Canberra, last 

Thursday 25 November 2010.  

 

The Meeting was very productive. We concentrated our discussions on the immediate 

short term issues facing Norfolk Island, and ranged over some medium and long term 

matters.  We confirmed the necessity to work together in a partnership, a co-operative 

approach, to ensure there is a net benefit for Norfolk Island and its community and there 

is appropriate consideration of local circumstances. 

 

Prior to going to Canberra, the Minister and I had spoken of agreeing a Memorandum of 

Understanding between our two Governments, outlining each of our responsibilities in 

relation to any short term arrangements as well as a commitment to work together 

towards medium and long term solutions for Norfolk Island’s future.  

 

The Minister and I each signed this Memorandum of Understanding, a copy of which I 

will now table.  

 

In the context of the discussions, Minister Anderson and I also provided Minister Crean, 

with a request for financial assistance. Minister Crean wrote promptly to the Prime 

Minister in this regard. 
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As a part of the immediate response a Commonwealth Officer flew out from Australia on 

the same plane as we did, on Sunday. This is his second visit in as many weeks. He is 

here to further familiarise himself as to how our arrangements work in this place. We 

welcome this officer. 

 

In the last 24 hours extending the spirit of an immediate response, Minister Crean’s 

office has informed me that a funding amount of $3.9 million has been approved, to 

cover the balance of this financial year to be utilised to address urgent and unforseen 

economic and social issues in Norfolk Island. I am pleased to announce that this funding 

will be made available and acquitted on a monthly basis commencing in December 2010.  

 

There are of course conditions on any funding package and in this instance the funding 

is to be expended only for the purposes specified in the Norfolk Island Government’s 

request to provide essential government services. It and is not to be utilised to meet the 

Norfolk Island Government’s existing liabilities.  

 

In addition the Commonwealth Government will not assume any liability of the Norfolk 

Island Government.  

 

Madam Speaker, Minister Crean has foreshadowed a visit to Norfolk Island possibly in 

February 2011. We agreed that the basis of the visit would be to cover more substantial 

talks regarding the medium and long term future of Norfolk Island as well as the progress 

of the implementation of the reforms pursuant to the Territories Law Reform Legislation 

which was passed in the Senate on Friday. As you can imagine there is much work to be 

done between now and then.  

 

I remind everyone that it is early days, however I am confident following the meeting with 

Minister Crean, that our two Governments will be able to work together to provide a 

sustainable future for Norfolk Island.  

 

In addition to meeting with Minister Crean, Minister Anderson and I met with several 

other Members and Senators, amongst these was Senator Louise Pratt, the newly 

appointed Chair of the Joint Standing Committee Capital and External Territories. I 

congratulate Senator Pratt on her appointment.  
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Senator Pratt, invited other new members of the committee to the meeting and we had 

lengthy discussions with Mr. Luke Simpkins, the Member for Cowan Western Australia, 

and Ms. Gai Brodtmann, Member for Canberra, regarding the Joint Standing Committee 

and continuing interest in Norfolk Island. I also congratulate these two members of 

parliament on their appointments to the committee.  

 

After Minister Anderson and myself returned on the plane on Sunday, I briefed Members 

of the House that afternoon and made a brief radio broadcast on the following Monday 

on the developments at that stage. Today I bring this detail to the House.  

 

As I have said, early days, and there is a long road ahead of us. However, I am confident 

that our two governments can grow this partnership to ensure a positive and successful 

future for us all in this place.   

 

I would welcome the community’s involvement in the process. To facilitate this, both 

myself and the Commonwealth Officer will be available at an initial joint community 

consultation evening, tonight from 5:00pm at Rawson Hall.  

 

1 December 2010  

 

David E. Buffett  

Chief Minister  

 


