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“A momentous day in the history  

and development of Norfolk Island”  
 
On the day after the delivery of the two new Rosenbauer Panther aviation fire fighting 

vehicles to Norfolk Island by 36 Squadron RAAF, Minister for Finance Neville Christian 

thanked everyone involved.  “The event marked a momentous day in the history and 

development of Norfolk Island and demonstrated beyond doubt what can be achieved when 

the Norfolk Island and Commonwealth Governments co-operate and combine resources to 

deliver a beneficial outcome for the people of Norfolk Island,” Mr Christian said. 

 

“It is important that I publicly acknowledge and thank my parliamentary colleagues who 

have supported and encouraged me during the assessment, procurement and delivery 

process which has resulted in Norfolk Island being the proud owner of two aviation rescue 

and firefighting vehicles which are ‘state of the art’ and equal to any, anywhere in the 

world”. 

 

The Minister also thanked the Hon. Bob Debus MP, Minister for Home Affairs, the Defence 

Minister, the Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP and the Federal Treasurer, the Hon Wayne Swan MP, 

for the respective roles that they played in facilitating the delivery of the vehicles to Norfolk 

Island by the RAAF. 

 

In the Legislative Assembly, Mr Christian said “I also wish to thank the Administration 

personnel and in particular, Gerri Downie, Basil Randall and Brian Buffett who have been 

trained in the use of and mechanics of the fire vehicles and Mr Ken McEwen of Sasgar Pty 

Ltd who facilitated the purchase, training and delivery of the fire vehicles. I must also thank 

the leaders and personnel of 36 Squadron who demonstrated the awesome capabilities of 

the C17 Globemaster III and Australian Defence Force”. 

 

“Not only did the RAAF deliver the new aviation rescue and firefighting vehicles, they were 

also able at short notice to medivac young Zach Reynolds to Brisbane for medical attention 

after injuring himself in a school playground accident and for this the Norfolk Island 

community is eternally grateful”. 

 

The Minister listed some of the “firsts” achieved on Tuesday 18th November:  

1. First ever daytime landing of a C17 Globemaster III in Norfolk Island 

2. First ever night landing of a C17 Globemaster III in Norfolk Island 

3. First ever medivac of a patient out of Norfolk Island by a C17 Globemaster III 
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4. First time ever that a patient medivaced out of Norfolk Island was attended to by a 

doctor of Pitcairn descent  - Flight Lieutenant Dr Jodie McCoy who is the doctor to 

the 36 Squadron and based at RAAF Base Amberley.  Jodie is the daughter of Gary 

McCoy and Debbie Bataille, granddaughter of Baker and Ruth McCoy and Laurie 

and Phyllis Parker. “She is a resident of Norfolk Island that Norfolk Island is 

immensely proud of”, Mr Christian said. 

5. The first time ever that Norfolk Island has purchased new aviation rescue and 

firefighting vehicles in its own right with no external assistance. 

 

The Minister concluded his address to the Legislative Assembly by saying “Thirty one years 

and one month ago in October 1977, the RAAF delivered the first of four Thornycroft large 

firefighting vehicles to Norfolk Island.  Accompanying the firefighting vehicle on that flight 

was Basil Randall who was then an employee of the Commonwealth of Australia. Yesterday, 

Basil accompanied both new firefighting vehicles on their respective flights from Australia”. 

 

The new vehicles are already in service. It is anticipated that they will be available for 

inspection by the public at the forthcoming Christmas Pageant being organised by the 

Chamber of Commerce for 18th December.  
 
Neville Christian 

Minister for Finance 

 

21st November 2008 
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