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Norfolk Island seeks closer cooperation and better 

communications with the Commonwealth: Chief Minister  
 

Chief Minister André Nobbs said today that the Norfolk Island Government had 

carefully considered the issues raised by the Commonwealth Minister for Home 

Affairs, the Hon Bob Debus MP. The government was in active communication with 

Mr Debus and was seeking to join the Commonwealth as an equal partner in 

discussions on what changes might be mutually beneficial.  

 

“It is clear that the Norfolk Island community does not see a need for radical changes 

to self-government structures or procedures”, Mr Nobbs said. “But we strongly 

believe that there is a need to develop closer cooperation and better communications 

with the Commonwealth to ensure that public services and programmes are fair and 

sustainable”. 

 

Mr Nobbs said that the Norfolk Island Government had written twice to Minister 

Debus since his visit in late October, reaffirming willingness to engage in a 

cooperative process to develop an agreed framework for change to be presented to 

Federal Cabinet. While no reply has yet been received, Norfolk Island Government 

has been informed that the Minister will respond soon. 

 

In the meantime, the Norfolk Island Government has commenced work on a detailed 

submission to Minister Debus, addressing the issues he raised in the Federal 

Parliament and in meetings in Norfolk Island. Mr Nobbs said that the Norfolk Island 

Government would focus on making positive suggestions for a way forward. NIG 

has commenced a process designed to modernise and make the Norfolk Island Act 

more contemporary and to consider a range of possible governance models designed 

to enhance each government’s understanding of issues of mutual interest in areas 

such as social services and fiscal programming. 

 

Mr Nobbs said that since Minister Debus had first aired his concerns about Norfolk 

Island in a parliamentary statement on 23 October, it was appropriate that the issues 

raised should be addressed in the Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly. He said that 

he intended to make a detailed statement about these matters to the Assembly on 

Wednesday 19 November, and would ensure that it was made available to the whole 
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community. The statement would include the comparisons with services in remote 

mainland communities which Minister Debus suggested and details of service 

delivery programmes and initiatives in areas including health, child welfare and 

workplace safety. 

 

Mr Nobbs said that the outcome of a whole year of governance discussions in 2006 

had not finally resolved ambiguities in the relationship between Norfolk Island and 

Australia. He was encouraged that on this occasion, it appeared that both 

governments were seeking long-term sustainable solutions through a cooperative 

process. 

 

“I look forward to the responses from Minister Debus so that we can move on to the 

next stage of the process”, Mr Nobbs said.  

 

André Nobbs 

Chief Minister 

 

14th November 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CONTACT: SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, NORFOLK 

ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624 


