
   

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
 

Council of Elders holds first meeting 
 

Chief Minister André Nobbs convened the first meeting of the Norfolk Island 

Council of Elders on Thursday 13th November. “For an inaugural meeting it 

was very productive with the agenda items being covered very constructively 

and a further meeting diarised for the 27th of November that will see the 

formation of the Council’s operating framework”, Mr Nobbs said. 

Agenda items were: 

• Council of Elders Ground Rules - (The raising and discussion of 

matters)  

• Administration and function of Council  

• Representation of community issues  

• Preservation of Heritage and Cultural Identity 

 

“The meeting closed with the John Adams Prayer and a great feeling of 

commencing something that is and will be of great value in assisting to 

strengthen our culture, language and heritage on Norfolk Island”, Mr Nobbs 

said. “Shortly after the meeting concluded there was a function held at 

government house hosted by Owen and Bianca for the members of the 

Council”. 

  

Council of Elders membership is made up of two representatives from each of 

the eight families - nominated by their respective family groups: 

Greg Quintal Snr 

George Quintal (Kik)  

Mitchell Evans 

Arthur Evans 

Roy Nobbs 

Ken Nobbs 

David Buffett 

Rhonda Griffiths 

Joe Adams 

Helen Dowling 

Robyn Butterfield (Youngs) 

Nadine Butterfield 

Liz McCoy 

Shane McCoy 

Ken Christian 

Moyna Craig 
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Following are copies of the opening address to the Council given by Andre 

Nobbs and the speech of His Honour the Administrator at the Government 

House reception.  

 

André Nobbs 

Chief Minister 

 

 

14th November 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CONTACT: SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, 

NORFOLK ISLAND 2899, SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624 
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Inaugural meeting of the Norfolk Island Council of Elders 

 

Thursday 13 November 2008 

 

Opening address by Chief Minister 

 

Whattaway all yorlye and welcome gean de fuss meeting fe darr council fe dem ole sullen…. 

Dar sound a little bet uma oola, so instead I might tull the Inaugaral Council Of Elders 

Meeting today in myse bast queens English.  

 

Fe larn yorlye I se tickle fe arta orn orl ucklun ya, would be understating de occasion by 

plenty. Awa since I come es ar Chief, in fact plenty time before dar, bin ess myse goal to 

gather representative – “Big Sullen” of awas island families fe share dems wisdom, 

knowledge and foresight about awas heritage, culture, language and side we lika put 

Norf’ks future. Plenty other sullen in awas community lorng before me bin haw dar same 

dream, and dis day we se meak et happen allowen ucklun the chance fe protect and enhance 

the social and cultural life of awas precious hoem, which we luw and se proud of. 

 

I am aware that in earlier times there was greater recognition of the crucial role of elders in 

our community, and I sincerely hope that this Council of Elders will be able to draw on the 

values they espoused, which have underpinned the social cohesion and shared community 

aspirations that have served us so well for the past 150 years. 

 

At the meeting of the Legislative Assembly in May this year, I made a statement detailing 

two significant initiatives which were to commence from Anniversary Day. These were the 

establishment of the Council of Elders and the commencement of a year of the Norf’k 

language. I see these two as being closely linked as key planks in a strategy to grow the 

knowledge of, and respect for, the Norfolk culture and language, especially among younger 

generations of Islanders. In my speech to the Assembly in May, I said:   

“It is intended that a Council of Elders be established, made up from representatives of the 

island families or selected from the community, who will be able to look at issues in an 

informal manner and make recommendations on a whole range of social issues and ideas 

including the Norf’k language. As such it is intended that the Council of Elders will be able, 

as an example, to provide for the judging of a competition for a poem, story, play or song 

written in the Norf’k language, and devise Norf’k names for some of the more recent 

innovations in society…”.  

 

While I see the Norf’k language as one area where the Council of Elders can make a 

significant contribution, I would not want to see you confined to that area alone. In my 

recent letter to you, I said that I see the Council as an important way for you and your family 

to help inform the Norfolk Island Government about community future directions and 

considerations across a range of matters. I envisage the Council as an informal yet 

significant means of establishing clear and sincere two-way communications on critical 

community government issues.  

 

I will leave it to you, as the members of the inaugural Council of Elders, to decide how you 

will function, the range of matters which you may wish to consider and the manner in 
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which you will convey your advice to government. It is certainly my intention that the 

Council of Elders should continue to function on a long-term basis and not be subject to the 

electoral cycle. For that reason, I believe that the Council should have ongoing access to the 

Norfolk Island Government through the Executive Member responsible for culture and the 

arts. At present, that happens to be me as Chief Minister.  I am of the strong view that the 

Council should have open access to all Executive Members, but most particularly to the 

minister with responsibility for cultural matters, and that this should continue from 

assembly to assembly, not affected by electoral outcomes. 

 

I would be happy to have your views on how the Council should function. My initial view is 

that the Council of Elders might meet quarterly, and for myself, as Chief Minister, and 

yourselves as family representatives to “bring to the table” matters of concern or 

opportunities that may require consideration. I see the Council as being a body which is 

essentially apolitical, and where everyone has an equal voice. I encourage all of you to have 

the courage to openly and honestly voice your opinions and share your values, while at the 

same time acknowledging and respecting the views of other Council members. 

 

I have invited Gaye Evans to attend today to act as executive officer of the Council, and you 

may wish to have her provide that service on an ongoing basis. I do wish to acknowledge 

the excellent work done by Gaye, and by several officers of the Administration, in assisting 

me to establish the Council and to bring you all together today.  

 

Once more, thank you for attending today. As I said when I wrote to each of you, it is my 

sincere hope that this Council will be a valuable sounding board and source of practical 

advice for Government, and that you and your family will see this as an important way to 

help raise and inform decisions that affect the Island community. 

 

André Nobbs 

Chief Minister 

 

His Honour Administrator, Speech at the Reception for Council of Elders 

 

Chief Minister, Madam Deputy Clerk, distinguished guests, friends. 

 

Bianca and I would like to welcome you to Government House today and to thank you for 

agreeing to represent your family and the community on the Council of Elders. 

 

I understand from Andre that the primary purpose of the Council will be to be support 

Norfolk’s culture and language and to act as a sounding board and source of advice for the 

Norfolk Island Government on such issues.  

 

I think you have taken on a significant, important and potentially challenging role. I am 

aware that differences of opinions can arise for example in relation to the proper spelling or 

use of Norfolk words. I know that Andre and others will greatly appreciate your advice in 

mediating those differences. 

 

However, I also think that, as Elders, you have other important aspects to your role. 
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You can help others learn Norfolk’s language, its history, its traditional ways and values, 

and help incorporate these into our daily life. In doing so you help preserve them as Norfolk 

and our world continues to change.  

 

As Elders, you can be role models and set an example for others to follow, particularly our 

young people. Being an Elder is much more than just gaining some form of status or 

recognition. Instead, I see it as being someone who is actively involved in and engaged with 

those around them and who is giving something back to their community and their families.  

You can be a mentor, a source of advice and help to others in our community. You have the 

benefit of what you have learned from your own personal experiences and understandings. 

Being an elder is not about age, it is about the wisdom gained from life’s experiences and 

being able to share that with others. 

 

I think being an Elder also requires one to a good listener and someone who respects the 

views of others. It is about recognising that there is strength in diversity. It is important to 

recognise that each individual is unique in their experience, their learning, their personality 

and their knowledge of culture and language. Each of you has something different and 

unique to bring to the Council and its deliberations. The same is true for those members in 

our community who are not on the Council, particularly our other community elders. Their 

voices also need to be heard and listened to. 

 

With this in mind, Bianca and I thank you for stepping forward to take on this role and wish 

you and the Council every success. Thank you. 
 
13th November 2008 


