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Chief Minister’s address to the  

community on governance matters 
 

Following meetings and discussions with the Commonwealth Minister for Home 

Affairs (Hon Bob Debus MP), Chief Minister André Nobbs addressed the Norfolk 

Island community through Radio Norfolk on Wednesday 29th October. Following is 

the text of that address: 

 
“Following the visit of the Federal Minister, Minister Debus over the last week, I felt it 

important to come to the radio station to talk to the community at large about the recent 

meetings that the Norfolk Island Government has had with the Minister and his officers.  

 

The Norfolk Island Government voiced its disappointment and sought an agreement on 

better lines of communications from this point on.  We have been proactive up to this point 

both in written communications and travel to Canberra so as to discuss many of the issues 

and propose some of the ways in which we can work more cooperatively together. 

 

What we have insisted on at the finish of the recent meetings on-island with the Minister is 

that the governments will carry out a combined assessment of the current situation and a 

combined assessment of the potential outcomes and sensitive issues that any change may 

make to Norfolk Island. This will no doubt involve a commitment to evaluation of past and 

present reports and information that is available both in archives, from Grants Commission 

and Joint Standing Committee reports as well as our own reports and our own financial 

data.  

 

I must admit that I am not comfortable with fighting for a year against any change, only to 

have a similar outcome as we had in 2006. At the end of 2006, we were left with a result that 

did not take us forward and left us challenged, having redirected resources. This also 

hampers our consumer confidence, our investor confidence and can put on hold a lot of our 

programmes that this government is keen to implement and some of the reforms that we are 

already working on.  

 

Having said that, it is time to re-evaluate the status quo, so that we can ensure a better 

outcome for our community and this government is very proactive in taking that task on 

and taking a proactive role in carrying through this assessment and insisting that we have 

an equal share in the assessment of the outcomes of the proposals that Minister Debus has 

put to the House of Representatives. 
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We are elected to provide representation for Norfolk Island, and to carry community views 

and the concerns of any of these changes that have been proposed, so we intend to 

communicate with the community as always as much as possible. At the same time we 

certainly invite communication of any persuasion in this argument so that we can be assured 

that we are talking for the community. And along those lines, if I could just reiterate that 

there seem to be a number of complaints about services in Norfolk Island being sent directly 

to the Federal Minister without the problems being highlighted to the public service officers 

or the elected representatives on the island. So if there is a problem, as always, we have 

invited feedback on any issues, so please use these options so that we are also aware of 

difficulties that may need to be corrected or if further information is available, again we can 

assist there. 

 

It is my intention to keep this community informed of any of the discussions and 

assessments that we go through in this process in the interests of Norfolk Island.  It’s our 

home and its future is important to all of us. “ 

 

The Chief Minister said that the Norfolk Island Government had also written to 

Minister Debus setting out its understanding of his intentions and of the cooperative 

and consultative processes which would now be followed. Once confirmation was 

received, the government would be entering into intensive communications with the 

Minister and his Department.  

 

André Nobbs 

Chief Minister 

 

31st October 2008 
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