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Days are numbered for Argentine Ants 
 
With summer approaching and Argentine Ant activity increasing, the Minister for the 

Environment, Education and Social Welfare, Vicky Jack, has announced that a full-scale 

mass eradication of Argentine Ants is to take place on Norfolk Island between 27 November 

and 3 December.   

 

The Minister said that the Norfolk Island Government has agreed to contract the services of 

Flybusters New Zealand, who will bring five experts to Norfolk Island to supervise the 

eradication program.  In announcing the program, Mrs Jack expressed her thanks to the 

Norfolk Island National Park Conservator Brooke Watson for the contribution of 

accommodation and car hire for the visiting experts, and to the Commonwealth 

Government for funding through the Natural Heritage Trust, which covers a large part of 

the cost of the program. 

 

The eradication program follows a visit to Norfolk Island in May this year by John and 

Vivienne Van Dyk of Flybusters, and Peter Davis, an entomologist based at the Western 

Australia Department of Agriculture & Food.  At a meeting held during that visit, members 

of the public were informed about the threat posed by Argentine Ants, and how we might 

be able to eradicate these invasive pests on Norfolk Island.  Following that visit, Peter Davis 

presented a report to the Administration, which outlined two possible methods of 

eradication: a spray application of the insecticide Fipronil at the rate of 50gai (grams of 

active ingredient) per hectare, or the liquid ant bait Xstinguish® at a rate of 0.3 to 0.6gai per 

hectare.   

 

The Minister said the Norfolk Island Government has agreed to proceed with a program 

using the product Xstinguish®.  This bait comes in a paste form, and is applied onto the 

ground in the infested areas.  Mrs Jack is writing to each of the landowners in the infested 

areas, to inform them of the details of the eradication program. 

 

Several Administration officers will be involved in the program, but more will be needed.  

Mrs Jack is seeking additional assistance from any interested people in the community, 

particularly in the infested areas, who would be willing to volunteer their time and effort 

towards this program.  A short training session will be held on Friday 28th November, 

followed by the baiting, which will continue over the weekend and up until Wednesday 3rd 

December.  The Norfolk Island Government would greatly appreciate assistance from 

people wishing to volunteer their time to this program, and any interested people should 
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contact the Administration’s Acting Manager, Land Use & Environment, Alan McNeil on 

telephone 23595 or email amcneil@admin.gov.nf or at his office at the cellblock to the rear of 

the New Military Barracks in Kingston.  Volunteers must be physically fit and will be 

supplied with all the necessary kit to carry out the required work. 

 

The Minister stressed that, in order for the eradication to be successful, it will require 100% 

community support.  She added that, although the program will cause minor inconvenience 

to landowners and will necessitate the temporary exclusion of cattle from roads in the 

infested areas, the long-term benefit to Norfolk Island would be enormous.  In his report, 

Peter Davis warned that, if the Argentine Ants were left to spread, they would be expected 

to eventually occupy the entire area of Norfolk Island and cause severe impacts to bird 

species and agricultural production.  Mrs Jack reminded residents in the infested areas to 

not move soil or green waste from their properties, to keep checking household waste and 

pot plants and spray if necessary prior to taking these items from their properties, unless 

and until it has been verified that the eradication program has been effective. 

 

Anyone wishing to find out more about Argentine Ants and the eradication program may 

contact Alan McNeil for more information. 

 
 

Stephanie V Jack 

Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare 
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CONTACT: SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, 

NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624 


