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“Another positive addition to Norfolk Island infrastructure”: 

Minister welcomes two new fire tenders 
 
 
At a ceremony in Sandgate (Queensland) today, the Hon Wayne Swan MP, Federal Member 

for Lilley, presented the keys of two state-of-the-art fire tenders to Norfolk Island Minister 

for Finance the Hon Neville Christian MLA.  Also in attendance were state and local 

government representatives and senior managers from the Queensland and Norfolk Island 

emergency service and fire fighting authorities. 

 

The function was hosted at the head office of Sasgar Pty. Ltd. in Sandgate, the agents who 

arranged the purchase of the new vehicles from Rosenbauer International in Austria.  

 

The two new fire fighting vehicles have been purchased by the Norfolk Island Government 

at a cost of around $2.1 million as part of its ongoing programme to upgrade the Norfolk 

Island International Airport. This has included resealing the runways, extending Runway 

End Safety Areas, building a new fire station and expanding and refitting the passenger 

terminal. Mr Christian said that tourism was the lifeblood of the Norfolk Island economy, 

and that all of these infrastructure improvements would help to make Norfolk Island a more 

attractive and safer tourist destination. 

 

“We are grateful to the Commonwealth for its significant subsidy of the air freight cost from 

Brisbane to Norfolk Island”, Mr Christian said. “After considerable research, we chose two 

Rosenbauer Panther 6x6 fire fighting vehicles that enable us to meet all requirements for 

Norfolk Island Airport to be a Category 7 international facility”, Mr Christian said. “We 

purchased vehicles from the same manufacturer chosen by the Australian Government to 

supply it with around 50 similar fire tenders. Ours have some additional features designed 

to meet the special needs of Norfolk Island”. 
 
The new Panther vehicles are all-terrain multi-purpose fire tenders with the capacity to 

attend airport and domestic fires. They weigh 31 tonnes fully loaded, and can carry 12,500 

litres of water, 1,500 litres of foam and 250kg of dry powder. 

 

“We deliberately chose fire tenders with the capacity to deal with a wide range of 

situations”, the Minister said. “These vehicles can of course provide high levels of service at 

the airport, and are also suitable to deal with fires at other significant locations, such as the 

power house, Ball Bay fuel facility, hospital, school and the Burnt Pine commercial district. 

As well, they can perform regular fire fighting duties for domestic and rural fires”. 
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It is expected that the Royal Australian Air Force will uplift the new fire tenders from 

Amberley to Norfolk Island in mid-November. 

 

 

Neville Christian 

Minister for Finance 

 

24th October 2008 

 

 
 

     New Norfolk Island fire tender 

 

 
 

        Acceptance testing of the new fire tenders 
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