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Dr Barry Jones to speak at “Isles of Exile” conference 

 
Organisers of the Isles of Exile Conference have confirmed that prominent personality Dr 

Barry Jones AO will be the guest speaker at the Conference Dinner to be held on Monday 27 

October at the Norfolk Island Golf Club, Kingston. Dr Jones will be one of 16 prominent 

speakers who will contribute to the conference, the first of its kind to focus on issues arising 

from the use of islands as locations of exile, including convict settlements and places of 

voluntary exile.    

 

In sessions over two days, there will be speakers and discussions on six key themes: 

• UNESCO and the Importance of World Heritage Listing 

• Heritage Architecture – Preservation & Access 

• Exile Forced and voluntary 

• Convict’s story 

• World Heritage in the Pacific - An Unfinished Agenda  

• Heritage Tourism – Prospects, Trends and Challenges 
 

Dr Barry Jones AO 

 
 

Barry Jones is one of Australia's most respected politicians and public intellectuals. He is a 

former teacher, lawyer, politician, writer and broadcaster who first came to prominence in 

Australia and internationally in the 1960s as a Quiz champion and as a pioneer of talk-back 

radio, going on to spend nearly 20 years in Federal Parliament. 

 

Barry was a Member of the Victorian Legislative Assembly 1972-77, Member of the House of 

Representatives from 1977 to 1998 and Minister for Science 1983-90. In 1993 he was 

appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO). He has also spent around nine years in 

the period since 1992 as National President of the ALP. 

 

Dr Jones was Australia's representative to UNESCO in Paris 1991-95. In 1998 he was Deputy 

Chair of the Constitutional Convention on the Republic. He chairs the Victorian Schools 

Innovation Commission, the Port Arthur Historic Site Management Authority and serves on 

six medical research boards. He has also been a champion of the arts, with appointments 

that have included: Director of the Victorian State Opera, Chair of the Australian Film and 

Television School and member of the Australian Film Development Corporation.  
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Barry Jones is the author of a number of important books and treatises, including his 

influential Sleepers Wake! The Technology and the Future of Work; Living By our Wits and his two 

Dictionaries of Biography, the most recent of which is now in its third edition. He is a 

prodigious reader, and cites music, travel, collecting autographs, paintings and ancient 

metal work as hobbies. 
 
Conference registration and attendance 

The conference has been organised by the Norfolk Island Government and will be held on 

27 and 28 October 2008. The official opening will be performed by the Hon Bob Debus MP, 

Commonwealth Minister for Home Affairs, at 9.00 am on Monday 27 October at the South 

Pacific Resort Hotel.  

 

Anyone wishing to attend the whole conference or to register for some or all sessions should 

contact Melissa Longcake at The Travel Centre, Taylors Road, or by telephone to 22502.  

Sessions will only be open to people who have registered in advance, to ensure that 

sufficient materials and catering can be provided.  

 

Registration for the whole conference including meals, the conference dinner and events is 

available at a cost of  $300.00 per person. Admission to individual sessions will cost $20 per 

session, including morning or afternoon tea. Lunches are available at an additional cost of 

$20 each. Prior registration and booking is essential. General enquiries about the Isles of Exile 

conference may be directed to Peter Maywald, Secretary to Government, on 22003 or by 

email to pmaywald@assembly.gov.nf 
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CONTACT: SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, 

NORFOLK ISLAND 2899, SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624 


