
   

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
 
 
 

Significant additions to the list of prohibited weapons and firearms 
 

Norfolk Island Minister for Tourism and Health, Geoff Gardner MLA, has drawn the 

attention of the community to changes to the legislation which regulates prohibited 

weapons and firearms. At its last sitting, the Legislative Assembly passed significant 

amendments to the Firearms Act 1997. The changes have now received assent at Executive 

Council and will come into effect from gazettal on Friday 26th September. The Act will now 

be known as the Firearms and Prohibited Weapons Act 1997, with a greatly expanded list of 

prohibited weapons which cannot be possessed or used in Norfolk Island.  

 

The full list of prohibited weapons and firearms at Schedule 2 of the Act is now as follows: 
  

1 Any explosive, incendiary, irritant or poison gas— 

 (a)   bomb; or 

 (b)   grenade; or 

 (c)   rocket having a propellant charge of more than 100g; or 

 (d)   missile having an explosive or incendiary charge of more than 7g; or 

 (e)   mine; 

 or a similar device. 

2 An article being— 

 (a)   a rimfire magazine with a capacity of more than 15 rounds; or 

 (b)   a centre-fire self-loading rifle magazine, or shotgun magazine, with a capacity of more than 5 
rounds; or 

 (c)   a shotgun tubular magazine extension to extend the capacity of a shotgun magazine to more 
than 5 rounds. 

3 A spear gun having an overall length of less than 45cm. 

4 A crossbow other than a crossbow manufactured before 1 January 1900. 

5 A knife commonly known as a flick knife that has a blade that opens automatically by gravity or 
centrifugal force or by any pressure applied to a button, spring or device in or attached to the handle 
of the knife. 

6 A sheath knife that has a sheath that withdraws into its handle by gravity or centrifugal force or if 
pressure is applied to a button, spring or device attached to or forming part of the sheath, handle or 
blade of the knife. 

7 A walking stick or walking cane containing a sword. 
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8 A riding crop containing a knife or stiletto. 

9 A device known as a Taser Self-Defence weapon or any similar device. 

10 A device known as an Urban Skinner push dagger or any similar device. 

11 A butterfly knife or any similar device. 

12 A knife commonly known as a star knife or any similar device. 

13 A flame thrower of military design or similar device. 

14 A device known as a Farallon Shark Dart or any similar device that is designed to expel, on contact, 
any gas or other substance capable of causing bodily harm and that is reasonably capable of being 
carried concealed about the person. 

15 A device known as a Saunders ‘Falcon’ Hunting Sling or any other article or device in the nature of a 
hunting sling, catapult or slingshot that is designed for use with, or a component part of which is, a 
brace that— 

 (a)   fits or rests on the forearm or on another part of the body of the user; and 

 (b)   supports the wrist against the tension of elastic material used to propel a projectile. 

16 An article known as the ‘Bowen Knife Belt’ or any article of similar design capable of concealing or 
disguising a knife or any like article. 

17 Any article or device of a type commonly known as a knuckleduster or metal knuckles or any article 
or device made or adapted for use as such. 

18 A sap glove. 

19 A studded glove. 

20 Any blowgun capable of projecting a dart. 

21 Any dart capable of being projected from a blowgun. 

22 A mace or any similar article other than a ceremonial mace made for and used solely as a symbol of 
authority on ceremonial occasions. 

23 Any article or device in the form of a flail in which the striking part is armed with spikes or studded 
with any protruding matter. 

24 A whip the lash of which is comprised wholly or partly of any form of metal. 

25 A cat-o’-nine-tails or any similar article or device whether or not it has nine lashes. 

26 An article commonly known as kung fu sticks, otherwise known as a nunchaku, or any similar article. 

27 A side-handled baton or any similar device. 

28 Anything designed or intended as a defence or antipersonnel spray that is capable of discharging by 
any means any irritant matter (not being an irritant matter referred to in item 29) in liquid, powder, 
gas or chemical form. 

29 Anything designed or intended as a defence or antipersonnel spray that is capable of discharging by 
any means any irritant matter comprising or containing any one or more of the following substances 
in liquid, powder, gas or chemical form: 

 (a)   chloroacetophenone, known as CN; 

 (b)   orthochlorobenzalmalononitrile, known as CS; 

 (c)   dypenylaminechloroarsone, known as DM or Adamsite; 

 (d)   oleoresin capsicum, known as OC. 
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A ballistic knife (other than a ballistic knife that propels a projectile by means of an explosive) or any 
similar device. 

31 An article commonly known as a “laser pointer” designed or adapted to emit a laser beam with an 
accessible emission limit of greater than 1 mW or class 11 classification of the American Standards 
Institute. 

 

“These changes mean that any of the weapons and firearms listed cannot be imported to 

Norfolk Island, possessed or used without a specific permit issued by the Administrator”, 

Mr Gardner said. “Anyone who already has such a weapon or who believes that an item in 

their possession might be prohibited is encouraged to contact Norfolk Island Police as soon 

as they can”. 

 

Mr Gardner said that some other changes to the Act have clarified the position of New 

Zealand licensed shooters who come to Norfolk Island for official events. The Act now also 

includes pistol shooting competition along with rifle shooting and makes specific mention of 

the Norfolk Island Pistol Association and the Norfolk Island Shooting Sports Federation. He 

said that the Act had been amended to make clear that New Zealand was included with 

States and Territories of Australia as the places whose permits will be accepted and also 

made clear that pistols were a class of weapon in respect of which permits may be accepted 

in respect of recognised events. 

 

Any queries regarding these changes should be directed to Norfolk Island Police in the first 

instance. 
 

Geoff Gardner 

Minister for Tourism and Health       

 

25th September 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

CONTACT: SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, 

NORFOLK ISLAND 2899, SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624 


