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Norfolk to host “Isles of Exile” conference 

 

The Isles of Exile Conference organised by the Norfolk Island Government will be held from 

26 to 28 October 2008, with the official opening planned for 9.00 am on Monday, 27 October 

at the South Pacific Resort Hotel. Interested people from the Norfolk Island community will 

be able to register interest to attend any or all of the conference sessions. A detailed 

programme and information on costs and registration will be published next week.   

 

The Conference reflects Norfolk Island’s distinction of having been used as an island of 

exile, both as a convict settlement and then as a refuge for voluntary exiles. The latter were 

the people of Pitcairn Island who relocated voluntarily to Norfolk Island in 1856 after the era 

of convict transportation.   

 

Norfolk Island shares this heritage as a place of exile with many other islands in Australia 

and the Pacific. These include: Tasmania; New Caledonia; Guam; Jeju (Korea); Coiba Island 

(Panama); Dawson Island (Chile); Isla Gorgona (Peru); Molokai (Hawaii); and Sakhalin 

Island (Russia).  

 

There is increasing interest in and recognition of the important history and heritage of these 

islands as places of exile. For example, Robben Island, famous as the South African penal 

institution that held Nelson Mandela, was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 

December 1999. Sites of special significance in Norfolk Island and Tasmania, together with 

other convict sites in Australia, have recently been nominated by the Australian and Norfolk 

Island Governments for World Heritage Listing. 

  

The Isles of Exile Conference has been organised to explore a range of issues related to 

preserving, maintaining and understanding the heritage of these sites and making it 

accessible for generations to come.  The conference has attracted 17 distinguished speakers 

in six main theme areas. It is hoped that Isles of Exile will become an annual event, possibly 

being held in a different island of exile each year. Enquiries about this year’s conference may 

be directed to Peter Maywald, Secretary to Government, on 22003 or by email to 

pmaywald@assembly.gov.nf 
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