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Draft Natural Resource Management  

Plan draws plenty of public interest 
 

Norfolk Island Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare, Vicky Jack, has 

thanked all those members of the public who took time out of busy lives and work 

commitments to meet with the visiting consultant, Brad Snedden this week. This was Mr 

Snedden’s third visit to Norfolk Island, as part of his ongoing work to help us develop 

Norfolk’s own Natural Resource Management Plan, to guide public and private 

understanding and use of our Island’s natural resources over the coming years and decades. 

 

Mr Snedden met with all Members of the Legislative Assembly, and explained how the 

Norfolk Island and Australian Governments would be asked to consider and endorse the 

final draft Plan after the end of this current third public consultation period. Once both 

governments agree that it is a suitable document to inform future decisions and actions, the 

Plan can then be finalised and sent for accreditation by the Australian Department for the 

Environment. 

 

This past week of public consultations included some lively discussions, with students, 

conservationists and business people all keen to know what the final draft of the Plan will 

look like. An interesting series of double page full colour maps designed by the consultants 

raised considerable interest, including maps that plot the Island’s conservation areas, major 

drainage lines, changing soil landscapes, as well as current sites of public and private 

infrastructure.  

 

Those who attended the discussion groups this past week had lively exchanges with the 

Consultant on such matters as how to more effectively manage and control invasive pests, 

issues in relation to fencing of livestock, or how to control erosion especially in steep and 

often inaccessible private valleys. Community members were also keen to understand how 

having an accredited Plan could help Islanders access mechanisms, available both on-Island 

and off-Island, to deal with or fund solutions to these very real problems. 

 

The third and final consultation period is due to end by 8 September 2008. Mrs Jack said that 

she would welcome written comments or submissions on the draft Plan, which should be 

dated, signed by the author and addressed to: Hon Vicky Jack, Minister for the 

Environment, Education & Social Welfare, c/- Legislative Assembly at Kingston, or via email 

to: vjack@assembly.gov.nf  
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Mrs Jack also thanked those Island residents who gave detailed comments on earlier drafts 

of the Plan, to help ensure it now contains accurate and current details of the Island’s 

natural resource assets, issues and impacts, especially those community representatives on 

the Natural Heritage Trust Advisory Panel who read and provided detailed comments on 

early drafts of the Plan. 

 

The full colour “exhibition” copy of the final draft Plan, as brought to the Island this week 

by Mr Snedden, including recent updates based on previous public consultation and 

feedback, is now available on the Norfolk Island Government websites – updated as from 

Tuesday 26 August: www.gov.nf or www.info.gov.nf or www.norfolk.gov.nf  

 

Photocopies of the Draft Plan may still be viewed until 8th September 2008 at each of the 

following locations: 

 

• Norfolk Island Central School Library 

• Community Library 

• Post Office 

• Administration Accounts Payment Counter, Ground Floor, New Military Barracks 

• #11 Quality Row Kingston 

 

Enquiries should be directed to Boni Maywald on 23588. 

 

Stephanie V Jack 

Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare 

 

29 August 2008 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT: SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, NORFOLK 

ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624 


