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the betterment of all in Norfolk Island 

 
MEDIA RELEASE: Norf’k Circa Inc  inaugural general meeting and 

announcement of FRRR/ANZ Grant 
 

On Thursday evening 7 August at the A&H Hall, 20 Island residents met together for 
the Norf’k Community Information & Resources Cooperative Association (CIRCA) Inc 
inaugural general meeting. 
 
André Nobbs, as Founding Chairman of the Association, was pleased to announce 
during the meeting that Norf’k CIRCA Inc has been successful in applying for a small 
grant of $4,000 through the Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal (FRRR/ANZ 
Seeds of Renewal 2008 Funding Program. FRRR provides independent 
administration of a wide range of funding programs, several of which are applicable 
to small remote communities, such as Norfolk Island. The current Patron-in-Chief of 
FRRR is His Excellency Major General Michael Jeffery, Governor-General of 
Australia, who visited Norfolk Island as part of the Sesquicentenary celebrations in 
June 2006. 
 
Those present at the meeting unanimously supported the motion that these grant 
funds would now be used (as proposed in the ANZ Seeds of Renewal project 
proposal) to purchase IT, Internet and office facilities for community users. This will 
provide direct support for individuals or groups wanting to research and address 
community needs, and provide community members with improved access in 
locating and using government and non-government sources of information and 
assistance. On behalf of the Norfolk Island Government and community, André 
thanked FRRR and the ANZ Bank for their tangible support of this new venture. 
 
Early steps towards establishing a Norf’k Community Information & Resources 
Centre have been taken over the past two months, with information and resource 
needs being provided as needed by community members from 11 Quality Row, down 
town at Kingston. Administration project officers based at No.11 have provided this 
support for community needs and requests as part of their ongoing duties that 
include policy and project support, especially on tasks involving joint community and 
government partnerships.  
 
In the first two months of operation over 40 requests for assistance have been 
handled, mostly concerning requests for help with identifying available resources, or 
for assistance with completing applications, proposals, submissions or reporting. A 
Community Information & Resources email network (CIRen) has also been 
established and now provides regular email updates on information, events or 
opportunities to more than 80 Island residents.  
 
Over the coming month consideration will be given to possible locations for a 
dedicated site to set up a trial community information centre located in the Burnt Pine 
commercial and retail area, where this kind of support for information and resource 
needs would be more accessible to a wider range of community members.  
 



Also, over the coming 6-12 months of trial operation, those using community 
information centre resources and support will be able to provide feedback on the 
usefulness and accessibility of any assistance provided. The intention is to be able to 
measure and assess whether a more permanent community information centre might 
be needed on the island, and how this might best be achieved. 
 
André thanked those who had accepted nominations to support the Norf’k CIRCA 
Committee, which now has four individual community representatives and two 
community-based organisation representatives in addition to the four nominated 
government officers. For information on CIRCA, and for community information or 
resources assistance, please email circa@admin.gov.nf or phone 23588. 
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