
  

 

From the desk of the Chief Minister 
 
Nobody ever told me that life as Chief Minister would be so diverse and entertaining! Since 
my last column, life has been very full and I’d like to share with you a few of the interesting 
things in which I’ve been involved. 
 
10th Festival of Pacific Arts – American Samoa 
It was a special privilege to be able to attend the first week of the 10th Festival of Pacific Arts 
in Pago Pago, American Samoa. The 13 members of our official Norfolk Island delegation 
did us all very proud. They took part in virtually all areas of the Festival – including music, 
dance, culinary, visual and graphic arts, and symposium input, to name a few. Their 
performances and input were extremely well received, and I am sure that they made many 
personal friendships as well as generating much goodwill for Norfolk Island. 
 
The Festival has grown into a significant regional event, and I must say that the organisers 
did a wonderful job of organising the events and feeding and housing the many people 
attending the Festival. The people of American Samoa were welcoming and gracious hosts 
and went to great lengths to look after us.  
 
I attended a number of meetings arranged by the Secretariat of the Pacific Community, 
which considered issues such as protection of intellectual property and traditional knowledge 
and the future of the Festival of Pacific Arts. There is a good chance that there might be a 
mini arts festival at the two year midpoint between the major four-yearly festivals, with 
delegation sizes restricted in number. This would pose a significant opportunity for Norfolk to 
host such a festival, as we did so successfully with the South Pacific Mini Games. 
 
Attendance at the Festival gave me the chance to engage with Pacific leaders and 
participants on a wide range of issues of mutual interest. I had extensive discussions on 
such matters as alternative energy, revival of indigenous languages, artists’ performance 
rights, primary production and tourism. Many of these discussions resulted in opportunities to 
work with our Pacific neighbours on new initiatives and to share our common experiences. In 
particular, I spent significant time with the Governor of American Samoa, and have invited 
him to take part in our forthcoming assessment of operational renewable energy options,  
 
Cruise ships promise new opportunities for Norfolk 
While we were in Pago Pago, there was a visit from a major cruise liner, and approximately 
1,000 passengers came ashore to see the sights and spend time in shopping and 
experiencing American Samoa firsthand. I met with a number of stakeholders and asked 
them for a frank assessment of the costs and benefits of cruise ships to their economy. They 
listed all sorts of advantages to the local community including increased employment, greater 
sales of products and a boost to local tours and events. They felt that cruise boat tourism 
was environmentally sound, and interestingly they could not identify any disadvantages from 
the visits of cruise liners to Pago Pago since they began visits around seven years ago.  
 
Late this week, we have seen the Pacific Sun unexpectedly pass near our shores, and we 
have taken the chance to have a two-way radio hookup, which went live to all on the ship, as 
a way to promote Norfolk Island to around 2,000 passengers. I know that most MLAs share 
my view that we must continue to encourage cruise liner visits to boost our local tourism and 
retail industries, and we remain in communication with cruise operators to ensure that we 
make this a reality. 
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Launch of CIRCA - the new community information res ource 
A small group of community members and government officers has been working with me 
over the past few months to help establish a not-for-profit community-based organisation, to 
build more effective partnerships here for the betterment of all in Norfolk Island. We aim to 
provide the community with more direct access to and assistance with using government, 
community and private sources of information, support systems, funding and resources. 
 
We held a very successful inaugural general meeting of Norf’k CIRCA Inc on Thursday 7th 
August, and now have a strong elected committee to guide this new venture forward. CIRCA 
stands for Community Information and Resources Cooperative Association, and I was 
pleased to see a good attendance of people from across the community at the meeting.  
 
We aim to build on previous partnerships across our public, private and community sectors 
to help develop a new-generation form of support for community development needs in 
Norfolk. There is a more detailed report on CIRCA and its objectives in this week’s Norfolk 
Islander and on the Government website at www.gov.nf   
 
Population myths and realities 
I was surprised to hear this week that there is a rumour circulating that the population of 
Norfolk Island has fallen dramatically. This is of course completely untrue, and I commend 
The Norfolk Islander for its regular publication of population statistics, which show that the 
on-island population remains stable in the region of 1850, close to the 20-year average 
figure. Of course, the numbers fluctuate up and down somewhat from week to week, 
depending on specific events and festivals and even the effects of Norfolk Air specials! In the 
10 years between the 1996 and 2006 censuses, the on-island population increased by 
almost 100, or 5%. Yet in the intervening period, it did peak at over 2,000 when there were 
two airlines serving us from Australia for a limited time. Events have shown that such 
arrangements were unsustainable, and the population has now returned to more normal 
levels in the 1800 to 1900 range.  
 
It is the common experience of small and remote communities in Australia and New Zealand 
that there is a drift of population to the cities and that young people move toward greater 
educational and employment opportunities. Norfolk Island has experienced some of that 
trend, although we have mostly been able to attract others here due to the strength of our 
tourism industry our natural beauty and lifestyle advantages. However, it is clear that we 
have not been able to achieve our population growth targets. Next week, I will present to 
MLAs a detailed discussion paper on population. It is clear that if we are to achieve 
population growth we will have to implement proactive strategies, and the discussion paper 
sets out some options for these. As always, I welcome constructive suggestions from anyone 
with an interest in achieving sustainable and productive population growth for Norfolk Island. 
 
 
We are heading into an exciting time with announcements to come soon about renewable 
energy, telecommunications and economic initiatives. But I will leave those to my Ministerial 
colleagues to announce in the near future. In the meantime, my best wishes to you all.  
 
André Nobbs 
Chief Minister         
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