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Minister welcomes Natural Heritage Trust grants 
 

Norfolk Island Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare, Vicky 

Jack, has welcomed the decisions of Australian Government Ministers for the 

Environment, Heritage and the Arts, Peter Garrett, and Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Forestry, Tony Burke, to approve new Natural Heritage Trust grants of almost 

$80,000.  

 

The Minister said that two of Norfolk Island’s invasive pest species will be targeted 

for control or eradication through a new funding package aimed at protecting and 

improving the Island’s unique environment. More than $30,000 would help protect 

local native species through activities to control or eradicate the Argentine Ant and 

the Asian House Gecko. 

 

“The Argentine Ant is a highly invasive species, extremely aggressive, and is known 

to attack nesting birds, hatching eggs and other local wildlife”, Mrs Jack said. “The 

Asian House Gecko is a predator of the native Norfolk Island Gecko and its removal 

will assist efforts to re-introduce the local species to the Island. Control and, 

hopefully, eradication of these two damaging foreign invaders will help protect local 

native bird populations, in particular the White Tern, and allow for the return of the 

Norfolk Island Gecko to its natural habitat”. 

 

Mrs Jack also said that NHT funding to identify sources of groundwater 

contamination would lead to improved water quality in a priority catchment of 

Norfolk Island. 

 

“Identifying sources of local groundwater contamination in the Watermill catchment 

will lead to improved water quality on the Island”, Mrs Jack said. “It will also help 

protect the ephemeral creeks draining into Emily Bay, which is contained by a coral 

reef vulnerable to excessive nutrient run-off”. 

 

Another NHT funded project will help protect native plants and bird breeding sites 

through the restoration of the 100 Acres Reserve. Mrs Jack said that the establishment 

of raised walkways and control of erosion through plantings of native trees and  
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shrubs will return the Reserve to a more natural habitat for local birds and animals, 

particularly the seabirds that use the area for breeding.  

 

A further $120,000 in NHT funds re-directed from savings on completed projects will 

be used to purchase a glass crushing machine to produce a sand product that will be 

mixed with mulch to produce a soil conditioner and compost. Norfolk Island has a 

critical shortage of available sand and the crushed glass product will be used for a 

range of sustainable agricultural and environmental purposes, including improving 

agricultural soils and in environmental plantings for the re-establishment of Norfolk 

Island native species. 

 

Minister Jack thanked the Commonwealth Ministers for the most recent grants and 

the overall NHT expenditure totalling around $200,000, and acknowledged the 

contribution already made by the Natural Heritage Trust toward protecting the 

unique environment of Norfolk Island.   
 
 

Stephanie V Jack 

Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare 
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