
  

 

From the desk of the Chief Minister 
 

I’ve been a bit off colour this week, even missing the sitting of the Assembly. But I did 
manage to listen in on Radio Norfolk and am now much healthier and back at work. As 
usual, there is plenty happening in government, and I think that there are lots of positive 
things to share with you. 
 
Netballers do us proud 
It’s always good to be a Norfolk Islander when you hear good things said about our people 
and what they have achieved. This week there have been lots of compliments about the 
demeanour of the girls in our Under 17 Netball Team, who have just returned from 
representing Norfolk Island at the New South Wales State Championships. They achieved 
some really good results, and I have heard from many people who were at the 
championships (including a number not from Norfolk Island) that their behaviour both on and 
off the court was exemplary. And they looked a million dollars in those great outfits designed 
by Lizzie Tag. My warm congratulations to everyone concerned. 
 
Art in the park…and in Pago Pago 
I am constantly amazed at the range and quality of the artists we continue to produce and 
nurture here in Norfolk Island. “Art in the Park” has just finished, once more bringing out a 
vast diversity of talent and imagination from our school students and many community 
members. It’s great to see just what they can do, often  with recycled materials, in a setting 
as receptive as 100 Acre Reserve. 
 
Next month, a delegation of Norfolk Islanders under the banner of the Community Arts 
Society is off to Pago Pago for the Pacific Festival of Arts. They will present traditional music, 
dance and visual arts and I’m sure will be great ambassadors for Norfolk Island. If you’d like 
to see more about the Pacific Festival of Arts and our contribution, check out their website at 
http://pacartsas.com/participants/island_links.htm   
 
Council of Elders and the Year of the Norf’k langua ge 
I have been really pleased by the positive reaction to the invitations which were handed out 
to island families on Anniversary Day, seeking nominations for a Council of Elders to advise 
on a wide range of issues. The nominations should be in by the end of this month to enable 
this initiative to get underway. Thank you to those who have sent through their nominations 
already. The first major role of the Council will be associated with the “Year of the Norf’k 
Language”, which started on 9th June 2008.  
 
I expect that the members of the Council of Elders will be able to look at issues in an 
informal manner and make recommendations on a whole range of social issues and ideas, 
including the Norf’k language. It is intended that the Council of Elders will be able, for 
example, to initiate and judge a competition for a poem, story, play or song written in the 
Norf’k language. They may also wish to consider the expansion of the Norf’k language to 
include terms for some of the more recent innovations in society such as mobile phones and 
computers.   
 
The Year of the Norf’k Language has begun well and we will be announcing a whole range 
of initiatives to promote the preservation and use of our unique language. I expect to be 
announcing some of these over coming weeks. 
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More news about Norf’k CIRCA - a new community/gove rnment partnership 
Norf’k CIRCA incorporation was formally achieved last week, and I believe that it will prove to 
be a valuable new community/government partnering initiative. Norf’k CIRCA Inc is a not-for-
profit organisation that aims to develop stronger community/government partnerships for the 
betterment of all on Norfolk Island. The registered purpose of Norf’k CIRCA Inc is “to provide 
people on Norfolk Island with more direct access to and assistance in using government, 
community and private sources of information, funding and resources”. 
 

This initiative seeks to build on previous partnerships (across our public, private and 
community sectors) to provide a new generation form of support for community development 
needs on the Island. Norf’k CIRCA Inc will also provide more visible and accessible two-way 
exchange of information, resources, knowledge and funding opportunities. The Island’s 
remote location and small population mean that greater than usual reliance is placed on 
community-based and joint efforts to meet the needs and provide the range of services that, 
in other places, may be the responsibility of government alone.  
 
Community/government partnerships are increasingly seen as a more effective way of 
identifying what needs to be done; as governments acting in isolation from community 
cannot deliver effective solutions. The community knows best what needs and gaps are 
currently not being addressed, what works and how best to tackle the challenges that this 
small island population faces.  
 
A Community Information & Resources email network (CIRen) has been trialled over the past 
few weeks, to see if this is the most viable, low-cost and speedy way of providing island 
residents with relevant information on events, resources and available grant or funding 
opportunities. If you wish to receive CIRen email updates, please email boni@admin.gov.nf 
with a request to SUBSCRIBE. Email updates are being sent to interested individuals, 
community organisations and local media to help spread details quickly. 
 
A budget for the future 
You have probably heard lots from the Ministers and Assembly Members in recent weeks 
about the 2008/09 budget. I won’t repeat all that has been said, but would like to make a few 
comments about the budget for our next financial year. 
 
The Remuneration Tribunal decision to award public sector workers a retrospective pay 
increase from 1st January, with a further rise from 1st July, has placed a deal of pressure on 
our budget (however, the circulation of that money through our community will have positive 
implications). I want to pay tribute to the senior Administration officers and the Minister for 
Finance, who have managed to fund this increase and to maintain all of our government 
services without any increases in fees, taxes or charges. This is a remarkable effort, which 
will be achieved by us working smarter, achieving economies in the way we do our business 
and in the way we share resources and systems with others, including the Commonwealth 
government. 
 
While we have managed to protect all of the key community services in areas including 
health, education, social welfare and environment protection, the budget for next year will be 
tight and there is not much room for new initiatives. Despite that, we will continue to pursue 
our strategic goals and to improve community infrastructure to build a strong foundation for 
the future of Norfolk Island.    
 
Runway End Safety Areas and the importance of the N orfolk Island Airport 
There has been a lot of talk in the community recently about airline and airport issues. Last 
week, Neville Christian went on radio to fully explain the current airline situation, and the 
details he gave were published in full in The Norfolk Islander. In brief, we are confident that 
we have made the right decisions about the future of Norfolk Air and that its future is bright, 
despite the difficult times facing the global airline industry. We continue to expand the  
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Norfolk Air operation, and on Monday Neville will be in Coolangatta for the official media 
launch of the new service, which will commence flights in October. 
 
Our government has been particularly keen to ensure the viability and future of one of the 
Island’s greatest assets, the Norfolk Island Airport. The airport is pivotal to our major 
industry, tourism, and it is a very well managed operation – as shown by the excellence 
award it received recently from CASA as Best Island Airport. We intend to jealously guard 
the status of the airport, including the forthcoming project to extend the Runway End Safety 
Areas (RESA) to ensure that we comply with international aviation requirements. We are 
preparing a detailed publication on RESA, which will be placed in all mailboxes in the near 
future. 
 
 
Although we will be in the tourist low winter season for the next few weeks, there are still 
many visitors here. This is a good time to review how we are all going – government, 
accommodation, tours, retail, support services – and to recommit ourselves to excellence in 
service to the public and in all we do. With our commitment to enhance communications on 
all levels, make sure you contact my office if you have any queries, ideas or issues.  
 
Until next time, best wishes to you all. 
 
 
André Nobbs 
Chief Minister 
 
20 June 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact: Chief Minister, Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly, Old Military Barracks, Kingston, Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific. 

Telephone: (+6723) 22003  Facsimile: (+6723) 22624 


