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Expert report on testing of water   
samples from the Headstone area 

 
Norfolk Island Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare, Vicky Jack, has 
again written to householders in the Headstone area concerning test results of samples taken 
following concern expressed about water quality in the area.  
 
Mrs Jack said that after analysis of samples by Administration staff and an Australian 
specialist, she had requested Prof Brian Priestly, Director of the Australian Centre for Human 
Health Risk Assessment at Monash University to undertake the further review of the results 
and to provide a report which could be supplied to all residents in the affected area. Prof 
Priestly’s report has now been sent to the Headstone residents. His key finding is that none of 
the water samples contained any measurable levels of dioxins. 
 
“The Government is aware of the concerns of residents about open burning of waste at 
Headstone”, Mrs Jack said. “We intend to move forward as quickly as practicable with a new 
waste management reduction and disposal strategy, which we believe will eventually eliminate 
the need for any open burning of waste. I will be making further public announcements about 
this as soon as possible. If full open burning is still occurring at Headstone, we will conduct 
further sampling in 12 months’ time”. 
 
Mrs Jack said that the Administration had previously advised residents in the area that as a 
precautionary measure, it would meet the cost of bottled water for drinking and cooking. The 
report had made clear that such a measure was not necessary and so the temporary provision 
of bottled water would cease with purchases made on or after 1st May 2008. The 
Administration would not be proceeding with the purchase of water filters as previously 
contemplated. 
 
“I understand the anxiety caused to residents in the Headstone area by the reports of dioxin in 
water supplies”, Mrs Jack said. “I trust that the final report from Prof Priestly has shown this 
fear to be unfounded”. 
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