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Further action on Argentine Ants 
 
Norfolk Island Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare, Vicky Jack, said 
today that testing in Australia had confirmed that some of the ants found at the Waste 
Management Centre and other locations in Norfolk Island were Argentine Ants.  
 
Mrs Jack said that it was possible that Argentine Ants might have been spread through mulch 
purchased from Waste Management Centre. The Manager of the Centre was preparing a list of 
all sales made in the past six months, and she would be writing to all purchasers about the 
situation. Householders would be asked to cooperate in the collection of samples by National 
Parks officers from areas where mulch had been spread.  
 
The Minister has also asked for advice on the manner in which any outbreaks of Argentine 
Ants identified could be dealt with. This included a forthcoming visit in the first week of May 
from two experts in control of ants, Dr Peter Davis (Australia) and Ms Vivienne Van Dyk 
(New Zealand). They would inspect Norfolk Island Argentine Ant infestations and advise on 
control and eradication methods.  
 
It was probable that a limited baiting programme under controlled conditions was the most 
likely to achieve positive results without any detrimental environmental effects. Given the 
public nature of the Waste Management Centre and the number of people and vehicles using 
that site, trial baiting would commence there within the next two weeks. 
 
Mrs Jack said that the situation would be closely monitored and that she would keep the 
community informed about what actions would be taken to control or eradicate Argentine 
Ants. 
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