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This week, the Norfolk Island Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare, 
Vicky Jack, wrote to householders in the Headstone area concerning test results of samples 
taken following concern expressed about water quality in the area. The Minister has today 
released the text of her letter of 3rd April for the information of the wider community: 
 
“As you are aware, a number of samples of water, soil and sediment from the Headstone area 
were collected under controlled circumstances in January 2008. Seven sets of samples from 
the Headstone area together with a control set from Steeles Point were sent to for analysis to 
ALS Laboratories in Australia. The tests were conducted for the widest possible range of 
contaminants.    
 
The data from the test results has been analysed in detail by Administration officers and also 
by Dr Daniel Deere, an internationally recognised water quality expert from Water Futures in 
Australia. Dr Deere is a member of the Working Group for the Australian Guidelines for 
Water Recycling Framework and Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) and 
has provided training for the World Health Organisation in Water Safety Plans. 
 
In correspondence with the Administration, Dr Deere advised that the results suggested only 
background levels of dioxins, even where they were detected. Dr Deere has now provided me 
with the following information based on his analysis of the test results: 
 
1) Guideline values for chemicals in water are based on 'lifetime' exposure and represent 
highly conservative 'upper bound' estimates of risk. There is a significant margin of safety in 
setting guideline values. 
 
2) It is worth noting that a person consuming water with the chemical present at the guideline 
value for their whole life would not be exposed to excess risk from that chemical. 
 
3) If something were moderately above guideline values for periods of time during a lifetime 
risks might still not be excessive. 
 
4) Our initial review and interpretation of the results did not identify any concerning levels of 
chemicals above recently developed Australian guideline values for drinking water. 
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5) Given the above points 1 to 4, there is no need for public alarm or fear and the next stage is 
to complete a more detailed and formal analysis of the results and provide a formal, 
independent, documented response. 
 
Based on this advice, I have requested Prof Brian Priestly of the Australian Centre for Human 
Health Risk Assessment at Monash University to undertake the further review of the results 
and to provide the independent documented response which I will make available to you when 
it is received.  
 
The laboratory test results for water, soil and sediment have been referred to Prof Priestly and 
he is currently establishing his availability to undertake an independent review. Prof Priestly 
was selected as first choice because of his work in updating relevant toxicological aspects of 
the drinking water guidelines. If he is unable to undertake the work within a relatively short 
time, we will refer the matter to an accredited expert of similar standing.  
 
I am hopeful that I will be able to supply the independent report to you within the next three 
weeks. At that time, I will also supply to those landholders where samples were taken, full 
details of their individual test results”.  
 
Mrs Jack said that she will ensure that the Norfolk Island community as a whole is made 
aware of the outcomes of the further study of sample results when they come to hand. 
 
 
Stephanie V Jack 
Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare 
 
4th April 2008 
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