
  

 

 

From the desk of the Chief Minister 
 

Another month has flown by since my last column. I can assure you that life as Chief Minister 
is always busy and never boring! In recent times, much of my focus has been on some of the 
results starting to flow from the planning framework we laid down last year. 
 
Immigration, population and technology 
Starting off this report from the desk, I would like to thank Greenways for the inclusion in last 
week’s paper of the debate on the setting of the immigration quota. There was some active 
participation from the MLAs on the setting of the quota and also issues affected by 
immigration and population numbers. There was also debate on whether a strategy could be 
set before a quota number was fixed, although this has not been the case previously.  
 
Up to a point, this might be a debate about what comes first – the chicken or the Easter Egg. 
But I think that it actually marks a crucial change in our approach. Perhaps for the first time 
the Norfolk Island Government is entering into a strategic approach with regard to promotion 
of our immigration opportunities and investment opportunities.  
 
Already I have discussed with the CEO and the Administration IT Manager the various 
methods and opportunities we can utilise online to promote: 

• Immigration opportunities 
• Immigration requirements 
• Immigration contact and process information 
• Basic self assessment forms 

  
The online service can also include much more information, such as:  

• Employment opportunities 
• Visa requirements  
• TEP requirements 
• Employment Liaison Officer contact information  
• Links to other key sites about Norfolk Island history, culture, travel etc. 

  
This web access would have to be suitably linked and accessible, and would also enable 
adaptation to employment and demographic targets. Although this is only one example of the 
strategies I am incorporating into our system I should point out that the budget requirement 
to support this initiative is minor. 
 
Among MLAs we have begun robust discussions about just what targets the Island can 
support – for overall population, economic growth, environmental sustainability, and what mix 
of people we might want to seek to help build our community, skill base and create job 
opportunities for Norfolk Islanders. I circulated a discussion paper which has certainly 
stimulated passionate debate. We will be looking to develop some firm options and of course 
we will be consulting the community very widely about how best to manage immigration and 
population policies to maximise economic and social benefits for the whole community. 
 
Building relationships  
Chris Magri had a very fruitful visit to the Pacific Trade Expo in Auckland, and has reported 
separately about the positive links he has made. I was particularly excited to hear of the 
desire of New Zealand to assist its Pacific neighbours to develop export markets in the Land 
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of the Long White Cloud. The potential now exists for us to share in those opportunities and 
is very similar to the message from the New Zealand Cultural Minister, whom I met recently. 
 
I had a brief visit to Canberra to take part in the Cultural Ministers’ Council. This is the first 
time Norfolk Island has been able to participate in this body, which is comprised of 
Commonwealth, State, Territory and New Zealand Ministers. We in Norfolk Island have a 
remarkable range of talent in the fields of arts and culture, and I felt that it was important to 
take up this opportunity. I was rewarded by making many valuable contacts and putting our 
name forward to be part of the Cultural Accessibility strategy which could give us access to a 
wide range of visual arts collections and perhaps opportunities to showcase Norfolk Island 
art on a much broader scale.  
 
We are grateful to the South Pacific Commission for providing the funding to send a 
representative to the Pacific Arts Council meeting in Pago Pago later this month. Alison 
Ryves, President of Norfolk Island Community Arts, will take part in the meeting and preview 
the facilities and artist support for the Pacific Arts Festival to be held there in August. Norfolk 
Island will again be sending an artistic troupe to represent us at the Festival. Our community 
will be able to preview their presentation prior to them departing to American Samoa. 
 
Sirius business 
It was great to hear that the Royal Australian Navy made special efforts for the young Norfolk 
Islanders due for the experience of a lifetime aboard HMAS Sirius. They were still able to 
catch up with the ship at Jervis Bay, after their flight from Norfolk was delayed by bad 
weather. I hope that they will soon be able to fill the pages of The Norfolk Islander with 
stories of their exciting sea voyage and future prospects for naval careers. Thanks from all of 
us to the captain and crew of the Sirius. We hope to see “our” ship back in its home port 
soon.  
 
What’s on next week   
The Assembly sits again on Wednesday, and the Notice Paper is in this week’s Norfolk 
Islander. While not everyone finds the Assembly sitting the highlight of the month, it usually 
makes good listening on Radio Norfolk, so I suggest that you tune in. As usual, I will be on 
the radio with other Ministers on the day after the sitting – Thursday at 9.00 a.m. If you have 
any questions you would like answered, please fax, email or phone them to Radio Norfolk.  
 
Easter is a very special time, and I wish everyone an enjoyable and refreshing time with 
friends and family over next weekend. 
 
 
André Nobbs 
Chief Minister 
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