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KAVHA petition misguided: Minister 
 

 
The Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare, Vicky Jack MLA, said 
today that she was disappointed that some landholders in the Kingston and Arthur’s Vale 
Historic Area (KAVHA) were promoting a petition which appeared to be based on a map that 
was both misleading and inaccurate. 
 
Mrs Jack said that the map wrongly showed a large area beyond KAVHA as a buffer zone or 
“viewshed”. She had previously made clear to the public and the Assembly that there was no 
proposal for such a zone from either the Norfolk Island or Commonwealth Governments. The 
map relied on by those promoting the petition in fact showed that the existing KAVHA 
boundaries in effect already included a buffer zone.    
 
“It is time for the very few people who are spreading this misinformation to cease and get 
behind the efforts of the broader community who want to work with the government to ensure 
a positive and enduring future for KAVHA”, Mrs Jack said. “My door remains open to anyone 
who wants to put positive proposals, but frankly I am tired of this unfounded negativity”. 
 
Following a motion in the Assembly in January, Mrs Jack wrote to the two relevant 
Commonwealth Ministers suggesting discussions about the appropriateness of the current 
KAVHA boundaries. She said that the Minister for Home Affairs had already replied and that 
she was awaiting further advice from the Minister for Environment, Heritage and the Arts. She 
assured the community that she was aware of concerns about the rights of landholders in  
KAVHA and would continue to bring these to the attention of the Commonwealth.  
 
The Minister added that an article in The Norfolk Islander of 1st March stated that there was to 
be a referendum on the issue of change to the KAVHA boundaries. Mrs Jack said that as far as 
she was aware, no referendum on this issue was planned and that none was likely in the 
forseeable future. 
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