
NORFOLK  ISLAND 

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
 
 
 

Draft KAVHA Management Plan 
released for public comment 

   
The Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare the Hon Vicky Jack MLA, 
has welcomed the release by the Commonwealth Government for public comment of the draft 
Management Plan for Kingston and Arthur’s Vale Historic Area.  
 
“This draft plan is designed to replace the existing Conservation Management Plan”, Mrs Jack 
said. “The draft Management Plan sets out in detail the way in which the significant 
community, heritage and environmental values of KAVHA will be protected by the Australian 
and Norfolk Island Governments. I believe that once the community has had the chance to 
view the full details of this plan of management, they will see that it is a positive step forward 
for their ongoing enjoyment of this wonderful area of Norfolk Island”. 
 
Mrs Jack said that the draft plan was now open for public comment, and that a notice setting 
out the details of consultation was published in the Government Gazette dated Friday 22nd 
February. In accordance with the provisions of the Commonwealth Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, comments and submissions were being sought by 
close of business on 17th March 2008.  
 
Copies of the 146-page plan may be inspected at: 

• Norfolk Island Public Library, New Cascade Road or 
• KAVHA Secretary’s Office, 11 Quality Row, Kingston 

The draft Management Plan can also be viewed or downloaded from the Commonwealth 
Attorney-General’s Department website at http://www.ag.gov.au/kavhamp 
 
Questions or requests for printed copies of the draft plan may be directed to: 
Ms Anita French at the KAVHA office 
Phone 23101 
Fax 23101  
Email kavha@admin.gov.nf 
 
Ms Karen Stewart 
Attorney-General’s Department 
Phone +2 6274 7949 
Fax +2 6274 6249 
Email karen.stewart@ag.gov.au 
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Mrs Jack said that senior Commonwealth officers would be visiting Norfolk Island in the early 
part of March and would be available to discuss the draft plan with members of the 
community. Further information will be provided closer to the dates of those visits. 
 
Written submissions on the draft Management Plan should be sent to arrive by 17th March to 
either of the following addresses: 
 
Ms Anita French 
KAVHA Secretary 
11 Quality Row 
KINGSTON 
Norfolk Island 2899 
 
Assistant Secretary, Territories East 
Attorney-General’s Department 
Robert Garran Offices 
National Circuit 
BARTON    ACT    2600 
 
Following is the Executive Summary reprinted from the draft plan.   

 
Stephanie V Jack 
Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare 
 
22nd February 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTACT: SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, 

NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
KAVHA on Norfolk Island is a place with very special values.  It is an historic site on a remote Pacific island with 
a rural setting, buildings and archaeological remains dating from Polynesian times to today.  It also has natural 
beauty, which contributes to its heritage value and is a living heritage site with the continuing use of the buildings, 
open spaces and the cemetery.  The current Norfolk Island community is intimately associated with its history. 
 
This Management Plan (MP) considers the natural setting, all phases of development, all the structures and the 
use of the place as well as its cultural landscape and archaeology.  The special character of KAVHA includes the 
multiple layers of convict settlement as well as its Polynesian, Pitcairn, trading, whaling, administrative and 
physical characteristics.  This MP and other detailed plans are prepared to manage the heritage values of 
KAVHA.  The plan analyses the history and fabric of the place as well as its intangible values which contribute to 
the place’s heritage significance. Policies based on this significance are developed to conserve and protect the 
values of the place primarily based on the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter conservation principles, processes 
and practice. 
 
The illustrations, historic images and copies of historic maps are overlaid with aerial photos and current plans to 
permit a more accurate understanding of the place and its qualities. It is supported by a database of over 900 
historic images, making them available for reference and which can be added to in the future and to record 
change.  In 1980 historic heritage items throughout the site were identified individually with a numbering system.  
 
The physical fabric of the place is analysed for each settlement phase and groupings of items. Associated 
historical materials and intangible aspects are also analysed as part of the fabric of the place. The analysis has 
incorporated ideas like ‘cultural landscapes’, ‘cultural traditions’ and ‘cultural identity’ in line with international 
developments in the field of cultural heritage. Traditional practices and compatible uses are integrated into this 
MP because they represent the cultural traditions which give the place its identity.  
 
The primary objectives of this MP are to: 
� update the previous Conservation Management Plans, to correspond with current conservation 

methodology and practice and synthesise the overall findings of the Landscape and Archaeological and 
other studies which are listed elsewhere in this report and in the bibliography. 

� establish the heritage significance of the Kingston and Arthur’s Vale Historic Site, including its spectacular 
setting. 

� formulate appropriate policies for the conservation of the cultural landscape of the historic site, taking into 
account all aspects of its cultural and natural significance, including its significance to the Norfolk Island 
community, the significant physical fabric, the island setting, uses and the management of the place by the 
KAVHA Board. 

� formulate appropriate policies to allow the traditional and other compatible uses of the place to continue, to 
allow for appropriate new uses and to minimise the detrimental impact of use. 

� formulate appropriate policies for the long term conservation of the heritage significance of the place.  
These policies are to include future usage, including tourism, on-going maintenance and management of 
the cultural landscape. 

� to integrate and make accessible historic and management information about the place 
 
The MP seeks to take account of issues such as the constraints and requirements arising from the site’s 
significance, including significant uses and adaptations.  It also considers the physical condition of the buildings 
and their setting and the client, owner and user requirements in the development of an overall framework for the 
conservation and management of the place. 
 
It is intended that this MP be a dynamic document, added to on a regular basis to allow for the integration of new 
information and recording of maintenance.  This should include the updating of historical information as new 
information from archival research or oral histories comes to light. 


