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"A great step forward" - Minister welcomes  
changes to Crown Land Instructions  

 
The Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare, Vicky Jack MLA, has 
welcomed advice received this week from the Commonwealth that it has agreed to act on 
issues which she had put forward about Crown Lease conditions, especially in relation to land 
holders in the Kingston and Arthur’s Vale Historic Area (KAVHA).  
 
Mrs Jack said that following a meeting in Canberra last week, she had received a letter from 
the Commonwealth Minister for Home Affairs, the Hon Bob Debus MP setting out agreement 
to two significant amendments to the Crown Land Instructions given to the Acting 
Administrator. These two key changes are: 
 

• Subject to compliance with lease covenants, leases on Crown lands may now be 
issued for a maximum of 99 years; 

• The conversion of a Rural lease on Crown land to Rural Residential is to be 
permitted where it is the lessee’s intention to build a residence on the lease and 
provided the leased land is a minimum of two hectares. 

 
The new Crown Land Instructions emphasise that the grant of a Rural Residential lease will 
not of itself provide an automatic right to build a residence, since approval will still be subject 
to relevant Norfolk Island and Commonwealth environmental and planning laws. As well, the 
Administrator will have to be satisfied that lessees have complied with existing covenants 
before 99-year leases are granted. 
 
“This is a great step forward”, Mrs Jack said. “I am pleased that the new Commonwealth 
Government has responded so quickly and so positively to my representations and to the 
approaches it has received from some individual leaseholders. We had a very positive meeting 
with Minister Debus last week, and I am sure that we have cleared the way for open and 
constructive dialogue on many issues, including matters of great interest to landholders in 
KAVHA”. 
 
Mrs Jack thanked the Acting Administrator, Mr Owen Walsh, for his positive assistance in 
achieving the significant amendments to the Crown Land Instructions. 
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