
  

 

 

From the desk of the Chief Minister 
 

Due to the vagaries of the weather, Neville, Moochie Christian and I have just returned from 
a visit to Australia a little later than expected. Vicky Jack and Peter Maywald also took part in 
some of the meetings and visits, but returned earlier than we did. Vicky has reported 
separately in The Norfolk Islander about some significant progress to do with Crown leases, 
which resulted from our discussions. Next week, Neville and I will be able to report in more 
detail about a number of matters arising from this very productive visit, including renewable 
energy and the strengthening of the cooperative relationship with the Commonwealth. For 
this week, perhaps I can just give an overview of some of the things arising from our time 
away in Sydney, Canberra and King Island. 
 
Norfolk Air and Qantas 
We had very positive discussions about the future of the codeshare with Qantas. It was very 
encouraging to hear from Qantas that they share our goal of maximising visitor numbers to 
Norfolk Island and their reaffirmation of our cooperative relationship. We will jointly explore 
the possibilities of implementing a new booking platform which could give us much more 
flexibility and the opportunity to share more information so that we can better meet the needs 
of our valued passengers. It was clear that the relationship remains strong and that we had 
many positives on which we can build for the future. 
 
Commonwealth Minister for Home Affairs 
It was a pleasure to meet with Hon Bob Debus MP, Minister for Home Affairs. In his previous 
role as Attorney-General of New South Wales, Mr Debus visited Norfolk Island in 2004 and 
by his own description, he greatly enjoyed his visit. We discussed a very wide range of 
matters arising from the Norfolk Island Strategic Plan and the way forward we have 
identified. Minister Debus was very positive and assured us of Commonwealth support for 
the measures we are taking to strengthen our economy and to ensure ongoing economic 
sustainability. The discussion ranged across plans for reform of financial management and 
accounting, the prospects for Norfolk Air and tourism, environmental programmes, 
development of apprenticeship training, capital works plans and many more areas. We were 
very encouraged by the positive and helpful reaction from Minister Debus, and look forward 
to him visiting Norfolk Island later this year.  
 
Environment and heritage 
Vicky and Peter conducted discussions with the Office of the Minister for the Environment, 
Heritage and the Arts and with officers from the department. Again, these discussions 
focused on achieving real and measurable outcomes and on working creatively with the 
Commonwealth. Subjects covered included waste management and recycling, management 
initiatives for KAVHA, World Heritage listing and cooperative programmes with 
Commonwealth funding such as the Natural Heritage Trust and the Toon Buffett 
Environment Trust. Once again, it was our impression that the new Commonwealth 
government is seeking a consultative and productive relationship and wishes to work with us 
to achieve a sustainable and vibrant Island community and economy. 
 
Renewable energy 
Neville and I were involved in a range of discussions and site visits to examine the prospects 
for implementing large-scale renewable energy programmes in Norfolk Island. We learned a  
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great deal and now have some realistic options to work on. We will provide much more 
information on this topic to the community next week. 
 
Fisheries and police 
As Secretary to Government, Peter had discussions with the Australian Fisheries 
Management Authority and later with the Australian Federal Police. Both meetings focussed 
on ongoing delivery of services to the Norfolk Island community. Peter provided information 
to AFMA on the excellent work of Chris Magri in developing a fisheries management plan for 
the Norfolk Island box and on moving toward future exploitation of greater fishing 
opportunities. We have also begun to negotiate a new professional contract with AFP for 
ongoing provision of policing and law enforcement services. Last week’s meeting has moved 
that process forward.  
 
King Island 
Our visit to King Island was very illuminating. We were able to explore how they deal with 
issues which are also important here – such as power generation, waste management, 
treatment of waste water, roads, tourism and many more matters. In some ways, there are 
tremendous similarities, and our King Island friends were very anxious to discuss the way in 
which we manage service delivery, infrastructure and tourist promotion. We have invited a 
delegation of senior people from King Island to visit here and study the Norfolk way of 
governing later this year. 
 
It’s good to be home. I am very positive about the outcomes of our trip, and will share more 
information with you in coming weeks. 
 
 
André Nobbs 
Chief Minister 
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