
  

 

 

From the desk of the Chief Minister 
 

I have lots of things to talk about this month, but will have to confine myself to just a few, so 
that Jonno can keep it all on one page and not run out of paper stocks. 
 
Landcare rejuvenates Cockpit Reserve 
If you haven’t seen the great restoration effort at Cockpit Reserve, take a walk, ride your bike 
or drive there to see just what this community can do when it puts its mind to it. The 
Landcare Group of enthusiastic volunteers have given countless hours of their time to 
remove lots of woody weeds and exotic plants, clean up the whole area and prepare it for 
replanting of natives. This will make Cockpit once more one of the most attractive of Norfolk 
Island’s many reserves. This is a job exceedingly well done – congratulations and thanks to 
Warren and all the Landcare volunteers. The picture shows just how much clearing up was 
required, with two dedicated volunteers at work. 
 
Summerfest 
Summerfest 08 was unfortunately blown off course due to cyclonic winds and some more 
rain, however when the Summerfest kicks off again on 10th February the 
Government/Administration insurance policy will assist in supporting this great event. My 
thanks go to Gaby Buffett, Dayne O’Hara, Jaimi Quintal and Les Quintal among many others 
for their persistence in this event. And good luck on the day! I would have liked to have been 
a part of the Summerfest, (Nev and I had even picked out bikinis!) however I will be in 
Australia meeting with the federal minister and commencing our progressive dialogue with 
regard to Norfolk Island and Australia and our combined future. 
 
Further upgrades to Norfolk Airport 
I signed the development applications this week to enable the Runway End Safety Areas 
(RESA) project to get underway. It is a credit to those involved who have assisted in this 
process, at the same time utilising local expertise to improve our airport safety capacity at a 
cost of around $1.2M, which is vastly different to the previous plan that involved vertical 
concrete walls and covered roadways at a cost of around $14M - a saving to Norfolk Island 
of around $12M. Other major works that can hinge off this are the relocation of the fire 
station and potentially the Emergency Management Centre which will enable expansion 
where necessary for the airport terminal and the parking areas. 
 
Public Service wage claim  
I met with PSA representatives last Friday to discuss the possibility of a negotiated outcome 
to the current enterprise bargaining. This meeting was very productive in gaining insight into 
not only the government’s intent and formulas for assembling the package, but also in 
outlining some of the concerns within the public service over specific areas of the agreement 
and the bargaining process. Personally I hope that a negotiated outcome is possible, as this 
will be the first time an enterprise agreement has been placed before the entire public 
service and although some of the intent seems to have been lost in translation, the 
betterment of the process has been added to my own learning curve. 
 
Visit to Australia 
Departing Norfolk Island next Wednesday will be the Minister for Environment, Education 
and Social Welfare, the Minister for Finance, the Secretary to Government and myself. We 
have a number of significant meetings, most particularly with the Commonwealth Minister for 
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Home Affairs, Hon Bob Debus MP. We have taken this opportunity to advance discussions 
on Norfolk’s progress with: strategic planning, tourism strategies, airline initiatives, 
infrastructure development – such as telecommunications/port-harbour/alternative energy 
options - improvements with regard to law enforcement and justice, our continuing pursuit of 
access to ombudsman facilities, as well as steps to improve transparency and accountability. 
We will also be discussing police and education memorandums of understanding, the issues 
and concerns associated with heritage listing, advances in waste management, and a host of 
other discussion points. There will also be meetings with Qantas and Ozjet, with renewable 
energy providers in Sydney and Canberra, plus a visit to King Island to see first hand their 
wind power generation, agriculture and waste management programmes and tourism 
promotion. 
 
On our return, I’ll report to you in more detail on what we achieve from this visit to Australia.  
 
 
 
André Nobbs 
Chief Minister 
 
1 February 2008 
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