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Minister addresses KAVHA landholder concerns 

 
Members of the Norfolk Island Government and Legislative Assembly met this week with 20 
residents who own or lease land in the Kingston and Arthur’s Vale Historic Area (KAVHA) to 
discuss their concerns with KAVHA’s World Heritage nomination. It was this group - 
describing itself as “Concerned Residents” - that published an article in last weekend’s paper 
with a list of concerns about that nomination and with KAVHA generally. 
 
The Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare, Vicky Jack MLA, 
undertook to respond in detail - and in writing - to each of the concerns raised. “The briefing I 
will mail out next week to all lessees and landowners in KAVHA provides factual information 
and responds to each of the matters raised”, she said.  
 
Mrs Jack said that her response was too lengthy to be published in full in the newspaper. 
However, she made it clear that many of the group’s concerns appeared to be based on 
misinformation or on misunderstanding of the implications of KAVHA being nominated for 
UNESCO World Heritage listing, together with other historic sites with convict connections 
which are being put forward as a group by the Australian Government.  
 
Minister Jack confirmed that the Australian Government had advised her in writing that the 
nomination had to be lodged by 1st February 2008, that UNESCO itself had set this date and it 
did not permit temporary deferrals of submissions. She provided a copy of that written advice 
for publication in The Norfolk Islander. Given the obvious economic benefits to Norfolk 
Island of World Heritage listing and overwhelming support from the Norfolk Island 
community for the nomination to go ahead, any suggestion of a postponement could not be 
accepted.  
 
However, the concerns of the KAVHA landholders could still be addressed. Most of the issues 
raised did not directly relate to the World Heritage nomination itself. The rights and 
responsibilities of landholders on Norfolk Island - regardless of whether they were in KAVHA 
or not - were already detailed in both Commonwealth and Norfolk Island legislation. These 
would not be changed by the World Heritage nomination, so that the majority of the issues 
raised by the concerned citizens were unrelated to the nomination and could be addressed in 
other ways. 
 
Mrs Jack said that there were many misconceptions about the process of preparing a new 
Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for KAVHA to replace the existing CMP which dates 
from the 1980s. The whole community had made substantial input so far on the process 
leading to the World Heritage nomination, and there would be further detailed consultation 
with the community when a draft CMP was available in the near future. UNESCO will not 
decide the nomination until 2009, giving time for all outstanding matters to be addressed.  
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The Minister noted that much of KAVHA remained Crown land owned by the Australian 
Government. This included Crown land leased to private individuals, who do not own the 
land. The Norfolk Island Government has asked the Australian Government to allow for 99-
year leases and for rural leases in KAVHA to be varied to allow residential development. 
Minister Jack also noted that successive Australian Governments had made it clear to date that 
they were not going to freehold Crown land in the KAVHA area or to transfer it to the Norfolk 
Island Government to manage. 
 
Mrs Jack called on the whole community to continue its support for the process which was 
moving toward World Heritage listing of KAVHA, given its potential benefit to current and 
future generations of Norfolk Islanders, particularly through sustained and substantial growth 
in the tourism market. She stressed that all of the matters raised by the landholder group 
would be addressed at length in the document to be mailed to KAVHA landholders and that 
there would be plenty of opportunity for further public discussion on those issues in future.         
 
 
Stephanie V Jack 
Minister for the Environment, Education and Social Welfare 
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