NORFOLK ISLAND

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND

MEDIA RELEASE

Community consultation a key to
strategic planning: Chief Minister

Chief Minister Andre Nobbs today announced thainkended to consult the community in
innovative and effective ways to underpin the Nilrfsland Government’s setting of goals
and strategic planning processes. He said thateoBaturday following the next Assembly
sitting (that is, Saturday 21April), Ministers and Members would be availabldRawson
Hall from 1.00 p.m. to 3.00 p.m. to take questiongmatters arising from the sitting or any
other issue of interest or concern.

“Community input is a vital part of setting the guities for the 12 Assembly”, Mr Nobbs
said. “l plan to widen the range of opportunitie®btain community feedback, including
more public events and meetings, increased usadad and specific activities focussed on
contemporary issues such as the recent combinedstraet discussion and radio forum on
the GST”. Mr Nobbs also provided an update on soangent issues.

World Heritagelisting for KAVHA

Ministers Vicky Jack and Geoff Gardner have beeHabart this week, attending important
discussions with the “Convict Nomination Group” adnat moving forward on the World
Heritage listing of 11 related sites. The discussiare progressing well, and the two Ministers
will provide more detailed reports next week. ThH&\KHIA Board is due to meet later in April
and will consider progress on World Heritage ligtand the KAVHA Conservation
Management Plan, among other issues.

Tourism and Norfolk Air

Mr Nobbs said that tourism figures for March showeadncrease of 38% in visitor numbers
over the same month last year. This is the tentiseutive month of growth in visitor
numbers, representing an increase of 5,600 visitdfsat time. He said that the figures
indicated that good progress toward achieving spatiargets. On current trends, 40,000 total
visitors could be reached for the calendar yeayrutbix months ahead of the target time.

He also said that the new Friday Norfolk Air seeddo Sydney and Brisbane are showing
steady growth, although passenger loadings onmtewo weeks or so of each service were
quite low. Norfolk Air is directing marketing efftsrinto establishing and growing the Friday
services, similar to the efforts made in 2006 whies$ulted in substantial and sustained
increases in passenger numbers on Wednesday fligrisard bookings on Friday flights
show a sustained growth on those services. As Wellcastle flights start on May 7 and
bookings have already reached more than satisfaleteels. There will be services each
Monday to and from Newcastle, and a number of figire already near capacity.



Revenue changes

Implementation of the GST is generally going wiglt. Nobbs particularly thanked the many
members of the business community who have comzkmthe necessary adjustments to
their systems and the members of the AdministraB&T implementation team. He said that
it was clear that there were some areas arisimg feedback from the community and officers
where tighter definitions and procedures were meguiFurther details on these matters is
given in the announcement from the Minister fordfice in Saturday’Slorfolk Islander.

New CEO and strategic planning

The Chief Minister welcomed the arrival of the n€wief Executive Officer of the
Administration (Mrs Rhonda Wheatley), who has comasel duties and has already
demonstrated a significant grasp of the financiahagement and workings of the public
sector. Mrs Wheatley has coordinated detailed ingeffor Assembly Members from a wide
range of service delivery agencies and governmasinbss enterprises, which have proven
valuable as a basis for the strategic planningbargigiet processes now commencing. Mr
Nobbs said that he would be making a major statétmehe Assembly meeting next
Wednesday, setting out the main priorities of tliw&@nment for its term of office.

Andre Nobbs
Chief Minister

13" April 2007

CONTACT: SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON,
NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003 FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624
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