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Environment Minister’s end of year review 
   
This week, the Minister for the Environment, the Hon Stephanie Jack MLA, spoke to the 
whole community on Radio Norfolk about important issues within her portfolio 
responsibilities. She provided an update on current initiatives and a review of achievements in 
2006. Among other issues, Mrs Jack detailed the following: 
 
Kingston Pier 
Administration officers and the project superintendent (Simon Batt of Patterson Britton & 
Partners) have been working with the contractor Geotech to get significant elements of the 
Kingston Pier refurbishment project finished before Christmas. 
 
The contractor's staff have all been working long hours for some time to progress the 
refurbishment work as quickly as possible.  To give local staff a well earned break and ensure 
continued safe working conditions in the New Year, the contractor has decided to cease work 
from Christmas until 8 January 2007. 
 
Provided that the work on fenders is completed before Christmas, it is hoped that the pier can 
be used by fishing boats over the two week Christmas period. 
 
Cascade Jetty 
The bollard at end the jetty has been replaced. Attention is now being given to what other 
works need to be carried out to maintain the jetty and if possible to improve it. Such works 
could include attention to fenders, the deck and structural repairs. These works would be 
carried out after Kingston Pier has been completed and is fully operational. 
 
Water conservation and recycling 
Some changes are required to ensure that the Development Control Plan in relation to 
collection of rainwater can be fully effective. Mrs Jack said that she had now received the 
wording of the necessary changes and would take steps to ensure that they were put into effect 
as soon as possible, although would now be a little later that the original deadline of the end of 
February 2007. The Minister said that she wanted to put on notice especially those with 
commercial premises (such as shops, accommodation houses and rental properties) that 
sustainable water collection will be required. 
 
As the area serviced by the sewage treatment plant is expanded, there will be greater 
throughput of waste and potentially more treated water put into the ocean. Active 
consideration is being given to recycling Options being actively considered include: 
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• The feasibility of water recycling. This would not be for drinking water but for water 

for gardening, so that green leafy vegetables could be safely sprayed; 
• Exploration of the processes available for sewage sludge processing and re-use; 
• Examination of the condition of the sewage treatment plant to determine if an upgrade 

is required in the near future. 
       
Incineration of waste 
Efficient clean Incineration of waste is a current line of investigation. There is a need to 
consider where this would occur, although the logical place would seem to be the Waste 
Management Centre, provided there is a process that is efficient and one that meets high 
standards in terms of emissions.  Mrs Jack said that she had signed of the development 
approval for the placement of a high temperature incinerator at the Waste Management Centre 
or the Sewage Treatment Plant. Such an incinerator would burn the scrapings from the 
primary screening process at the sewage treatment plant, sharps from both the hospital and 
veterinary practices as well as the contaminated waste from the hospital and vet surgeries.  
 
“In the radio broadcast of Tuesday morning I spoke of current incinerating methods for the 
disposal of Quarantine waste as being a 44 gallon drum”, Mrs Jack said. “This was incorrect. I 
can assure the community that waste from this section is burnt in a proper incinerator, it is the 
screenings from the waste water treatment plant that are collected and currently burnt in the 44 
gallon drum. The installation of the high temperature incinerator will have quarantine waste 
burnt at higher temperatures ensuring a better burn. Other waste streams mentioned remain the 
same”. 
 
Environmental restoration 
“It’s good to see community members getting involved in environmental restoration work”, 
Mrs Jack said. “Administration officer have been liaising closely with potential and successful 
applicants to ensure good outcomes. The Natural Heritage Fund has proven to be a useful way 
to leverage our efforts in the environment and again I acknowledge the contribution of the 
Commonwealth Department of Environment and Heritage in providing these EnviroFunds”. 
 
Planning 
Mrs Jack said that in the planning area, necessity is the mother of invention at the moment and 
some new systems are evolving as a direct result of not having the staff but still needing to do 
the job. “Streamlining has been the buzz word for a while, but now we are trialling a new 
planning report format for simple Development Applications, and changed notification 
procedures for adjoining landowners. In this week’s gazette, you will notice a variation on the 
standard approach used to notify neighboring landowners of a development. The practice to 
date has been to write a letter to all neighbors. This new approach utilizes our capacity to 
quickly produce a map through MapInfo, our GIS system, and drawing on Sarlu’s skills in this 
area”. 
 
“We hope this is an effective alternative,” Mrs Jack said. “Please let us know constructive 
comment is always appreciated. In the background though a recruiting process has taken place 
and is well advanced. What this means is that the appeals time is now over and the preferred 
applicant can be offered the position”. 
 
Community assistance 
Solar energy 
Residents of Norfolk Island are eligible to participate in the Commonwealth Greenhouse 
Office’s renewable energy program. Householders can contribute to reducing greenhouse gas 
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emissions by installing solar water heaters. Where these systems qualify under the Renewable 
Energy (Electricity) Act 2000, the owner can benefit financially. Renewable energy certificates 
for both solar water heaters and small generation units may be either created and traded by the 
owner of the system, or assigned to an agent. You may assign your right to create certificates 
to an Agent in return for some benefit to you, such as a rebate or price reduction. In this case, 
the Agent will create and own the certificates.  
 
More information is available from the Minister’s Office on 22003 and from Fred Howe or 
Nicole Diatloff on 23588 
 
Recreational fishing grants 

Round 4 of the Australian Government’s Recreational Fishing Community Grant Programme 
is now open and will close on Thursday 25 January 2007. Further details and guidelines can be 
downloaded from <http://www.daffa.gov.au/fisheries/recreational/recfishinggrants>  

To date the programme generally helps to fund activities such as:  

• provide fishing clinics and camps;  

• improve boat ramps, jetties and other fishing platforms;  

• re-stock fishing areas;  

• undertake various educational and awareness campaigns;  

• provide safe passages for fish; and  

• install marine rescue equipment. 

Full details are available from the Official Secretary (Owen Walsh) at the Administrator’s 
Office on 22152. 

Toon Buffett Memorial Environment Trust 

Applications for the first round of grants under the Toon Buffett Trust will soon be available 
and a joint announcement by the Federal Minister for Territories, Hon Jim Lloyd and the 
Norfolk Island Minister for the Environment will indicate the starting date for applications as 
well as the range of activities on offer for assistance. Funds for the Trust have been provided 
by the Commonwealth from the proceeds of the transfer of Crown Lease to freehold under the 
land initiative championed by Toon Buffett. 

Mrs Jack said that 2006 had been a year of progress in environment protection and 
enhancement and that she looked forward to even greater achievements in 2007.  
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