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Chief Minister’s statement on Radio Norfolk 

 

Following is the transcript of a broadcast to the community by Norfolk Island Chief Minister 
David Buffett on Friday 15th December 2006:  
 
“Good afternoon everyone. At the commencement of this week, we expected to have some 
news from the Commonwealth, about governance issues in Norfolk Island. 
 
The Commonwealth Minister Jim Lloyd told us that he was to put a proposal on arrangements 
for Norfolk Island governance before the Australian Government late in 2006.  As we 
understand it, the matter was before Federal Cabinet on Monday of this week. 

 
Your government, the Norfolk Island Government, was putting our case, with our professional 
advisers, right up until Monday to ensure that Cabinet was made aware, and continued to be 
aware, of our position.  This followed our face-to-face meetings with Minister Lloyd in 
August, in September and twice in November. 
 
Over some months of discussion and dialogue with the Commonwealth, we took the initiative 
in presenting and making suggestions for change and for improvement in governance 
structures and in promoting the positive policies we have put in place to ensure the financial 
sustainability of this island.   
 
We have not just relied on the skills of the Members of the Legislative Assembly, valuable of 
course though they are. We have engaged professional strategists and advocates, professional 
economists and legal skills, all experienced in their respective spheres. 
 
Minister Lloyd gave his commitment that our views would be taken to the Australian Cabinet. 

 
We have been pressing for information all of this week out of the Cabinet deliberations, and 
earlier this morning I spoke with Minister Lloyd, who said he would be on island, here in 
Norfolk Island, on Wednesday next to advise on the Commonwealth Government’s 
deliberations. Of course I pressed him for some preliminary detail, but he sought the 
opportunity to present the decisions in detail firsthand. So that will be done on Wednesday 
next.  
 
So at this stage, I don’t have further information on the results of our dialogue with the 
Commonwealth, although I do remain confident that we have established sound lines of  
communication which will allow our government here to continue to work with our Federal 
counterparts for the best things for the Norfolk Island community. 
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Accountability and transparency in government 
 
I would also like to talk briefly today about accountability and transparency in government. 
 
One of the significant themes of discussion both in our community here and in our 
consultations with Minister Lloyd related to measures to enhance the transparency and 
accountability of Norfolk Island’s government and its administration.  
 
We included proposals on this subject in the 10-point governance plan which we put to 
Minister Lloyd. One proposal was to interest the Independent Commission Against Corruption 
(ICAC) in providing a service here in the Island. 
 
To further these plans whilst in Australia last week, I met with the Commissioner of the NSW 
ICAC and with the senior counsel to that Commission. 
 
We did have some productive discussions on two aspects of ICAC’s role, and on whether it 
could deliver services that may be similar here in Norfolk Island. The ICAC Commissioner, 
who is Jerrold Cripps QC, explained the manner in which his organisation provides services in 
two areas: in the area of education and in the area of complaints. Education on accountability 
and anti-corruption measures and how complaints are handled.  
 
In our discussions we agreed that ICAC would examine ways in which it might be able to 
provide services here in Norfolk Island, including a visit early in 2007 by one of its 
educational officers. We are continuing discussions with ICAC to make those arrangements. 
 
These discussions with ICAC build on our earlier initiatives in discussing the prospective 
extension of ombudsman services to Norfolk Island with the Commonwealth Ombudsman, 
who is Professor John McMillan.  
 
The ICAC area and the ombudsman area - they are not the same. ICAC has responsibility for 
investigating complaints about corruption and illegal activity, and for promoting anti-
corruption measures. The Ombudsman resolves complaints arising from administrative 
decisions and actions. These two complement each other to give broad coverage on 
accountability.    
 
At our invitation, Prof McMillan has already been here, and that visit was followed by one of 
his senior managers. 

 
We have received of course a positive response from him, and we have moved a substantial 
way forward in establishing procedures for the handling of complaints about administrative 
actions and decisions, with oversight by the Commonwealth Ombudsman. 
 
The next step is now for the Commonwealth to undertake some Australian legislative 
adjustments, however in that context we have received positive responses from Minister Lloyd 
and so we hope we can move forward with that early in the new year.  
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Recruitment of a new Chief Executive Officer for the Administration of Norfolk Island 
 
An update on the recruitment of a new Chief Executive Officer (CEO). Applications have 
been called for this position and they are due to close on Friday 22 December. 
 
The CEO’s role is pivotal for the effective delivery of administrative and governmental 
services, and we are seeking a talented person for this post. 
 
We will be obtaining professional input into the selection process. Whilst in Sydney again last 
week, I met with organisations which specialise in executive recruitment, and explained the 
special nature of Norfolk Island and the functions of the CEO. Now I have received proposals 
from some companies and expect shortly to engage one of them to assist in this selection 
process.   
 
 
Finally today, it’s a busy and exciting time of year, and it is always good to welcome home 
those who return for the Christmas season. So I take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe 
and a joyful and memorable Christmas, and particularly prayers for us all for a new year which 
will encourage our heritage and provide continuity and sustainability in this very special 
community”. 
 
David Buffett 
Chief Minister 
 
15th December 2006 
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