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Chief Minister’s update on relations with the Commonwealth 
 
Norfolk Island Chief Minister David Buffett said today that it was clear that the 
Commonwealth was moving toward decisions with far-reaching ramifications for the 
wellbeing of all Norfolk Islanders.  
 
Projected Commonwealth changes 
Mr Buffett said that it was unfortunate that although more than eight months had passed since 
Commonwealth Minister for Local Government, Territories and Roads (Hon Jim Lloyd MP) 
announced some general directions, the Norfolk Island community is yet to be provided with 
the details of any definite proposals. The most recent information from the Commonwealth to 
the community was once more vague and lacking in specific details of the wide range of taxes 
proposed, while hinting at changes to services without spelling out how these would be 
achieved. 
 
“The Norfolk Island Government’s detailed plans to deal with governance, financial 
sustainability and border security must be seriously considered and we will take every 
opportunity to ensure that decision makers within the Australian Government are fully aware 
of those proposals”, Mr Buffett said. 
 
Hearing by the High Court of Australia 
The Chief Minister said that he had been informed that the High Court of Australia had set 7th 
November as the date for a hearing on an action by a number of Norfolk Island residents. The 
Norfolk Island Government is also one of the plaintiffs. 
 
He understood that the question the Court has been asked to answer is whether the 2004 
amendments to the Norfolk Island Act, which introduced the requirement for Australian 
citizenship for enrolment on the electoral roll and for eligibility for election to the Assembly, 
are valid laws of the Commonwealth. He was informed that the plaintiffs would argue that an 
issue which needs to be determined in answering this question is whether Norfolk Island is 
part of the Commonwealth, in a constitutional sense. 
 
“This matter has been debated over the last hundred years, certainly since the Norfolk Island 
Act of the Commonwealth made provision for the administration of Norfolk Island in 
1913/14”, Mr Buffett said. “The Commonwealth has consistently expressed an opinion on the 
issue, but not necessarily the correct one”. 
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Mr Buffett said that a decision in favour of the plaintiffs would not have the effects 
inaccurately portrayed by some in the community, including a lengthy but misguided list in a 
letter published last weekend. He said that such a decision would provide a stronger hand for 
Norfolk Island affairs to be contemplated and carried for the benefit of the Island community, 
as against the interests of Australia. While he hoped that on most occasions such interests 
would coincide, experience had shown that this was not always the case. 
 
“The desire for clarity about a matter of this importance, which has been a continuing source 
of debate for generations, deserves to be treated in a serious manner and with strict regard for 
the facts and the actual case before the Court”, Mr Buffett said. 
 
 
The Chief Minister said that he, his Executive colleagues and all Members of the Legislative 
Assembly will continue to consult the community about all issues to do with Norfolk Island’s 
relationship with Australia, and to provide regular feedback as the situation develops. 
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