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NORFOLK  ISLAND 

 

 

 
 

This is the third information bulletin issued by the Chief Minister relating to the 
extension of Commonwealth laws to Norfolk Island. As with previous bulletins, 

this is provided for the information of the community, and does not represent the 
view of the Norfolk Island Government 

 
 

BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
QUARANTINE 

FOOD STANDARDS AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND 
 
 
 
• Building and Construction 
 
 

The Office of the Australian Building and Construction Commissioner (ABCC) 
was established to enforce workplace laws in the building and construction 
industry. Its role is to investigate contraventions of laws, and of the National Code 
of Practice and industrial relations instruments, and to institute legal proceedings 
against those who contravene the Building and Construction Industry 
Improvement Act 2005 (BCII Act) and other relevant laws. 
 
The BCII Act covers those engaging in “building work”, which is broadly defined 
to include construction, alteration, extension, restoration, repair, demolition, 
dismantling, and fit out activities such as the installation of heating, lighting, air-
conditioning, ventilation, power supply, drainage, sanitation, water supply, fire 
protection, security and communications systems. Scaffolding, excavations, 
landscaping and road works are also covered. Domestic housing (single dwellings, 
and up to 4 units) is exempt. 
 
ABCC inspectors have the power to enter premises to investigate compliance by a 
“building industry participant” with the BCII Act, the Workplace Relations Act, 
the Australian Fair Pay and Conditions Standard and certain industrial relations 
instruments. The inspector has the power to interview persons on the premises, 
require the production of documents and copy them, inspect the premises and take 
samples of goods or substances. “Building industry participant” is defined to 
include building industry employers, employees, contractors, site owners and 
unions. 
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Civil penalties under the BCII Act range up to $110,000 for corporate bodies, and 
$22,000 for individuals. In certain circumstances, criminal penalties apply. 

 
• Quarantine 
 

The Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS) is part of the 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 
AQIS provides quarantine inspection services for international passengers, 
cargo, mail, animals, plants, and plant and animal products. AQIS also 
provides inspections and certification for a wide range of agricultural 
exports. AQIS and Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) jointly 
run the Imported Food Inspection Scheme. 
 
Many imported items need to be declared, including dairy and egg products, 
plant material, animal products including canned pet food, seeds and nuts, 
live animals, fresh and frozen fruit and vegetables, commercially prepared, 
cooked and raw food and ingredients, canned meat products, cheese, fish 
and other seafood products, wooden, cane and rattan products, Christmas 
decorations, bee products, biological specimens, and used sporting and 
camping equipment. These are only examples: the full list is extensive.  
 
Items of this kind are inspected, treated if necessary by fumigation or 
irradiation at your cost, stored at your cost at the point of entry for 
collection when leaving, re-exported at your cost or destroyed. 
 
However, some kinds of items are absolutely prohibited and will be seized 
and destroyed in any event. Other high-risk items may be allowed entry if 
an import permit is obtained prior to importation. 
 
False declarations are punishable by an on-the-spot fine of up to $220, or a 
court fine of up to $60,000 and 10 years imprisonment. 
 
Cats and dogs require an import permit prior to importation, and must be 
microchipped. Veterinary certificates must be submitted. Some breeds are 
prohibited. Animals imported from New Zealand are not usually required to 
be quarantined, but animals from all other countries of origin are 
quarantined in a quarantine station for between 30 days and 120 days 
depending on the country of origin. 
 
AQIS is a cost recovery organisation and applies charges on a fee for 
service basis. 
 

• Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
 

Food standards for Australia and New Zealand are set and regulated by an 
agency known as Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ). 
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FSANZ fixes standards governing the content and labelling of food sold in 
both countries, and Australia-only standards covering food safety issues and 
requirements for primary production of food. FSANZ operates jointly with 
AQIS the Imported Food Inspection Scheme. 
 
Food safety standards cover the control of food safety hazards during the 
production, manufacture and handling of food, the skills and knowledge of 
food handlers and their supervisors, the health and hygiene of food handlers 
and the cleaning and maintenance of food premises and equipment. 
 
Primary production and processing standards (PPP Standards) are being 
developed for the production and processing of seafood, poultry meat, the 
dairy industry and egg producers. The PPP Standards will apply throughout 
all part of the food supply chain, “from paddock to plate”. 
 
The Imported Food Inspection Scheme (IFIS) is carried out by authorised 
AQIS officers. The standards applied to imported foods are set out in the 
Food Standards Code and are the same standards as apply to foods 
manufactured in Australia. All risk-categorised food is inspected against a 
pre-determined list of particular hazards, such as microbial risks, 
contaminants, pesticide residues etc. 
 
FSANZ and other agencies conduct food surveillance to ensure that foods 
comply with the relevant standards. 
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