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Hon Jim Lloyd MP, Minister for Local Government, Territories and Roads 
 

Hon David Buffett MLA, Chief Minister of Norfolk Island 
 
Strengthening and securing the future of Norfolk Island has moved a step closer after the Commonwealth and 
Norfolk Island governments agreed to work together towards governance and economic reforms on the island 
at a meeting held in Parliament House, Canberra yesterday. 
 
The Norfolk Island Government represented by all four Ministers, put forward a preliminary report from 
Canberra based on independent economic consultants Econtech, setting out measures to ensure ongoing 
financial sustainability.  
 
It also responded to the Commonwealth’s governance options, and put forward a possible structure based on 
elements of the Commonwealth model combined with elements of current Norfolk Island arrangements. 
 
Mr Lloyd welcomed the positive and cooperative nature of the discussions.  
 
“We have made a significant breakthrough in the process of ensuring good government and the wellbeing of 
the people of Norfolk Island,” Mr Lloyd said.  
 
Minister Lloyd praised Chief Minister Buffett for his leadership in being prepared to deal with these difficult 
issues. 
 
“I will carefully consider the material provided by the Norfolk Island Government and look forward to further 
constructive discussions in the near future”. 
 
Norfolk Island Chief Minister David Buffett said that real progress had been made.  
 
“Both governments wish to see good governance and economic prosperity for the people of Norfolk Island” 
Mr Buffett said.  
 
“We acknowledge the issues of concern to the Commonwealth, and have put forward our views on 
maintaining the fundamentals of the way of life which make Norfolk Island such a special and unique place. 
We have now established a sound basis for moving ahead in a positive spirit of cooperation and look forward 
to ongoing dialogue on these important issues”. 
 
In February, Jim Lloyd, Minister for Local Government, Territories and Roads announced that the 
Commonwealth intended to institute governance changes based on a local government model or a modified 
self-government structure.  
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