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THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND

MEDIA RELEASE

Availability of sand and sand substitutes

The Miniger for the Environment, the Hon Stephanie Jack MLA, has acknowledged community
concerns about the availability of sand for the building industry and other usesin Norfolk Idand.

“As the community is aware, particularly those who have been seeking sand for specific projects, it
has been somewnhat difficult to get”, Mrs Jack said. “ This resulted from a temporary freeze on sand
extraction imposed in December 2004 by the Adminigtration after public concerns raised about sand
operations close to the cemetery”.

Mrs Jack said that the Commonwealth Department of Environment and Heritage had aso expressed
aview that the extraction of sand near the cemetery might disturb the palaeontologica record that
could exist in the sand and as such cause an impact on amatter of nationa environmenta
sgnificance. On the other hand, the consulting archaeologist to KAVHA considered that there would
be no concerns as long as sand was not removed from a depth of greater than one metre.

The Minister said that there was a range of issues which needed to be balanced in the public interest
to ensure that sand extraction was managed in a sensble way. It was clear that sand remained
important to the building industry, while there were dso congderations of environmenta protection
and public amenity to be taken into account, along with the recently raised archaeologica and
palaeontologica concerns.

Mrs Jack said that the Government was pursuing severa options for providing sufficient sand through
managed extraction, while dso actively encouraging use of subdtitute materias. In theimmediate
future, sand will be made available for purposes where there is no suitable subgtitute, such as for
plastering and for use in mortar for block or rack wall congtruction. She said that it was important to
minimise the use of sand, so the potentia for usng crusher dust as a subgtitute should be considered.

The Miniser announced that in recent weeks the Adminigration of Norfolk Idand had been
researching a range of dternaives that might replace sand for a range of uses including as fill for
undernesth water and septic tanks and swimming pools.

Mrs Jack said that amgjor idand business currently produced a by- product from the rock crushing
process that might prove suitable as a replacement product for sand. Aswell, crushed glass was
being actively consdered and testing would be carried out to establish whether it



could be afeasible sand subgtitute, together with the possible uses and proportions which might be
involved.

Stephanie V Jack
Miniser for the Environment

18th March 2005

CONTACT: SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON,
NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE (+6723) 22003 FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624



