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NOTICES 
 
1 BUILDING AN INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

AUSTRALIA, NORFOLK ISLAND, THE PACIFIC AND THE WORLD 
Ms Adams to move –  

That this House: 
 

1) Acknowledges the Commonwealth of Australia’s commitment to the 
Commonwealth Principle it reaffirmed in the Harare Commonwealth Declaration, 
1991, namely that – 

 
“we believe in the liberty of the individual under the law, in equal rights for all 
citizens regardless of gender, race, colour, creed or political belief, in the 
individual’s inalienable right to participate by means of free and democratic 
political processes in framing the society in which he or she lives”;  

 
And therefore – 

 
2) This House, seeking to achieve long-term constitutional certainty, together with 

economic and environmental sustainability for Norfolk Island, supports the 
development in consultation with the Commonwealth of Australia of a broader 
blueprint for Norfolk Island’s future than the current road map offers.  A blue print 
that –  

 
1) Gives greater certainty to Norfolk’s constitutional status vis a vis Australia; 
2) Provides a clear legal framework for Norfolk Island, such as a constitution 

similar to that enacted by the United Kingdom for the Falkland Islands;  
3) Acknowledges and confirms the Preamble to the Norfolk Island Act 1979 that: 

 “the residents of Norfolk Island include descendants of the settlers from 
Pitcairn Island”; and that “…the Parliament recognises the special relationship 
of the said descendents with Norfolk Island and their desire to preserve their 
traditions and culture”  with the intention that a clear definition of “Norfolk 
Islander” is enshrined in legislation; 

4) Gives Norfolk “ownership” of the 200 mile EEZ around it and the ability to earn 
income from this resource; 

5) Endorses Norfolk Island becoming a commercial hub for the Pacific including 
being an offshore banking unit similar to that proposed in the Labour Party 
commissioned 2009 “Johnson Report” - Australia as a Financial Centre: 
Building on our Strengths; 

6) Acknowledges the need for Norfolk Island to access as a priority high speed 
broad band via fibre-optic cable connectivity rather than via satellite to enable 
mobile access to 4G+ and beyond; E learning for school and training including 
remote learning and connection with offshore universities; E-administration; 
Telemedicine; and such other support technologies needed to enhance 
Norfolk’s capabilities as a commercial hub for the Pacific and the world; and 
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7) Supports Norfolk Island being able to access capital funding including grant 

and sponsorship funding from sources both from within and from outside of 
the Commonwealth of Australia, for infrastructure, in particular, a harbour and 
a fibre optic cable that joins Norfolk Island to overseas destinations thereby 
enhancing Norfolk Island becoming a commercial hub both for the 
Commonwealth of Australia, the Pacific and for the world.  

 
ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
1 APPROPRIATION BILL 2012-2013 

Resumption of debate (Chief Minister, Mr Buffett) from 12 December 2012 on the question – 
That the Bill be agreed to in principle  
 

2 LAND VALUATION BILL 2012  
Resumption of debate (Minister for Community Services, Mr Sheridan) from 17 October 2012 
on the question – That the Bill be agreed to in principle – Ms Adams to move – That the Land 
Valuation Bill 2012 be referred to the Impact of Bills and Subordinate Legislation Committee.  
Detailed Stage Amendments have been foreshadowed by Minister Sheridan 

 
3 TOURIST ACCOMMODATION (AMENDMENT NO. 2) BILL 2012 
 Resumption of debate (Minister for Tourism, Industry & Development, Mr Nobbs) from 21 

November 2012 on the question – That the Bill be agreed to in principle – Ms Adams to move 
– That the Tourist Accommodation (Amendment No.2) Bill 2012 be referred to the Impact of 
Bills and Subordinate Legislation Committee 
 

4 IMMIGRATION (AMENDMENT NO. 2) BILL 2012 
 Resumption of debate (Chief Minister, Mr Buffett) from 21 November 2012 on the question – 

That the Bill be agreed to in principle - Ms Adams to move – That the Immigration 
(Amendment No.2) Bill 2012 be referred to the Impact of Bills and Subordinate Legislation 
Committee.  Detailed Stage Amendments have been foreshadowed by the Chief Minister. 

 
5 PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL 2012  

Resumption of debate (Chief Minister, Mr Buffett) from 12 December 2012 on the question – 
That the Bill be agreed to in principle  
 

6 REGISTRATION OF BULLS (REPEAL) BILL 2012 
 Resumption of debate (Minister for Community Services, Mr Sheridan) from 12 December 

2012 on the question – That the Bill be agreed to in principle 
 
7 NORFOLK ISLAND HOSPITAL (AMENDMENT) BILL 2012 
 Resumption of debate (Minister for Community Services, Mr Sheridan) from 12 December 

2012 on the question – That the Bill be agreed to in principle 
 
8 MARINE SAFETY BILL 2012 

Resumption of debate (Minister for Tourism, Industry & Development, Mr Nobbs) from 12 
December 2012 on the question – That the Bill be agreed to in principle 
 

9 HEALTHCARE (AMENDMENT NO. 3) BILL 2011  
Resumption of debate (Mr Snell) from 9 November 2011 on the question – That the Bill be 
agreed to in principle  

 
10 PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL 2010 

Resumption of debate (Chief Minister, Mr Buffett) from 23 June 2010 on the question – That 
the Bill be agreed to in principle  
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
 
507 Ms Griffiths to ask the Chief Minister 

Can the Chief Minister describe what is sustainable about giving a small amount of money to 
the Commonwealth of Australia and expecting more in return? 
 

508 Ms Griffiths to ask the Chief Minister  
Can the Chief Minister describe what is sustainable in handing over our right to govern and 
tax ourselves? 
 

509 Ms Adams to ask the Chief Minister 
Is it a fact that the 2011/2012 Funding Agreement between the Commonwealth of Australia 
and the Administration of Norfolk Island signed on 22 September 2011 required Norfolk Island 
to remove immigration restrictions on Australian citizens arriving and remaining on Norfolk 
Island by 30 June 2012 to facilitate the extension of the Commonwealth Migration Act 1958 
and that that this condition is subject to the Commonwealth outlining an implementation plan 
for access to Commonwealth benefits schemes, including Social Security and Medicare.  
If so – 
a) why is the Commonwealth now requiring Norfolk Island to amend its legislation if the 

Commonwealth is going to extend the Migration Act; and 
b) why is it that you have introduced legislation to remove the immigration restrictions without 

Norfolk Island first receiving from the Commonwealth of Australia the implementation plan 
for the benefit schemes, including Social Security and Medicare as agreed? 

 
510 Ms Adams to ask the Chief Minister  

1. Has the Norfolk Government taken steps to ensure that New Zealand Citizens (of Pitcairn 
descent or otherwise) who live and work in Norfolk Island, and who either enjoy at present, 
or would ordinarily be entitled to, welfare benefits under Norfolk Island legislation, will 
continue to receive such benefits or entitlement if and when the Australian Social Security 
system is applied to Norfolk Island as part of the Roadmap; and 

2. If not, will the Minister give the people his assurance that immediate discussions will be 
undertaken to ensure that any potential discrimination is avoided; and 

3. Will the Minister give his assurance that those New Zealand Citizens living and working in 
Norfolk Island, whether of Pitcairn descent or otherwise, are kept well informed of progress 
with these discussions; and 

4. The Social Security Fact Sheet indicates to be eligible for any welfare support, a New 
Zealand citizen must first have a “Special Category Visa”, such that is issued automatically 
on arrival in Australia.  Will “Special Category Visas” be deemed to have been issued 
when New Zealand citizens first arrive in Norfolk Island, other than as a tourist; and 

5. Is it a fact that the Australian Social Security rules requires a New Zealand Citizen entering 
Australia to hold a “Protected” Special Category Visa before being entitled to the full range 
of Social Security payments, and, given that a “Protected” Special Category Visa is 
generally available only if one has lived in, or, is currently living in Australia and has been 
since 2001, if so, what steps have been, or will be taken to ensure that Norfolk Islanders 
with New Zealand Citizenship who retain the entitlement to return and reside in Norfolk 
Island, get access to benefits as they would at present, when the Australian Social 
Security system is extended in full to Norfolk Island; and 

6. Will the Minister advise if the same criteria for determining whether a New Zealand Citizen 
can be characterised as a “Protected” Special Category Visa holder, will apply to New 
Zealand Citizens living on Norfolk Island who do not have residency status; and 

7. Is it intended that social security and other Australian benefits be available to those 
persons resident in Norfolk Island who are citizens of other countries? 

 
 
 

Sharyn Quintal 
Clerk (Acting) to the Legislative Assembly 
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