
Cats can be great companions to people and can be useful

household ratters. However, cats can be difficult to contain

and therefore pose a significant threat to wildlife. 

Cats are among the most successful and damaging invaders

on islands and a significant driver of extinction and

endangerment [1].  This is the case on Norfolk Island, and on

other islands such as Ascension Island in the South Atlantic,

where cats (after introduction in 1815) almost destroyed

seabird colonies, which are steadily recolonising following a 2-

year dedicated cat eradication program. 

A study of feral cats on islands found that feral cats have

litters of up to five kittens and can breed several times a year

when resources are not limiting[2].  

Some of the key impacts of free-roaming cats include:

reduced biodiversity;

reduced reputational risk to the Norfolk Island "360 degrees

of wonder" brand;

reduced eco-tourism revenue; and 

compromised welfare of domestic cats through injury

and spread of disease (e.g. feline AIDS). 

Even livestock and humans can be severely affected by

disease spread by cats.

CATS ON NORFOLK ISLAND
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DID YOU KNOW?
Norfolk Island is a biodiversity hot spot
with many species of plants and animals
found nowhere else in the world!
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Oceanic islands are particularly significant because their
flora and fauna are usually derived from the chance
dispersal of plants and animals over vast distances of
ocean. Examples include nationally protected species
such as the Norfolk Island Green Parrot, Norfolk Island
Morepork, and Norfolk Island Robin. The island also
provides important habitat and breeding areas for
seabirds with limited distribution and migratory seabirds
listed under international agreements, e.g. Kermadec
Petrel.
 

This is our chance to
become a Pacific
leader in how we

successfully manage
cats on the island to
benefit biodiversity,
cat welfare, primary

production and 
human health.
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The Australian Threatened Species Recovery Hub estimates that 
every year, cats are killing:

459 million native mammals;
377 million birds; and
649 million reptiles.

The Australian Government is taking a proactive approach to 
tackling the threat of feral cats because the toll on Australia's wildlife is unacceptable.
Acknowledging that Norfolk Island is a different landmass, research is indicating that
Norfolk's situation is a microcosm of the Australian situation.

1) Bonnaud, E., Medina, F.M., Vidal, E. (2011) “The diet of feral cats on islands: a review and a call for more studies”, Biological Invasions, 13: 581-603
2) Parkes, J. Fisher, P. Robinson, S. & Aguirre-Munoz, A. (2014) Eradication of feral cats from large islands: an assessment of the effort required for success,
 New Zealand Journal of Ecology, 38:2.

Today, almost one-third of the
remaining native plants are vulnerable
or threatened, while the populations of
at least six of the remaining nine
endemic species or sub-species of
birds have declined to the extent that
they are endangered or on the brink of
extinction.



WHERE ARE CATS ROAMING?

 

Detections in relation to moon phase
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The number of domestic cats on Norfolk Island is approximately 500 (on the books at the
local vet). The number of cats per person is significantly higher than in Australia (29% v
11%). 
While the exact number of free-roaming cats is not yet known, CAMERA SURVEYS are
helping to improve this knowledge gap. Preliminary results show that free-roaming cats
are spread across the island but most commonly found in open habitats (followed by
forest then coastal).

A 3-year monitoring project
(2018-2021) is underway by
Norfolk Island National Park to
understand abundance,
characteristics (such as sex,
weight, age, diet) and impacts of
free-roaming cats.
This will establish a baseline to
measure change over time.  The
first camera survey was
undertaken across land tenures in
October 2018 -  Two cameras at
45 sites across the island (total of
90 cameras).
An average of 10 sites detected
cats on any given night (range 0-
23 sites), 

Camera surveys

Free-roaming cats (and other
feral animals) are out and
about more in the waning
phases following full moon.
Pet owners should be extra
vigilant with their pet
containment during these
times to prevent interactions
with feral cats.
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