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ollowing the recent addition of the boardwalk, and improved
road access, Council have continued its plan to upgrade 
 Bumbora Reserve by bitumen sealing the access road
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trimming access and egress points in and around the reserve.  

The sealing of the access road took four days, due to weather
events that impacted the ability to lay emulsion. The steepness
of the incline along with water presence, required some creative
thinking from our engineering team to complete the works.   

Council is pleased to inform you that the integrity of the work
was uniformed and maintained through experienced and quality  
workmanship. 

The access road is now complete to the highest possible
standard with associated materials available on the island. 

The trimming of multiple access and egress points occurred over
the course of December and highlights the significant work our
grounds crews continue on a day-to-day basis across the reserve
network. 

The crews worked along the entry road, access road, car park,
and entry paths to ensure that the facility was in the best
condition possible for the festive season. 

We're pleased to inform residents that Bumbora Reserve is now
significantly future-proofed for many years to come. 

Thank you for your patience during this significant upgrade of
infrastructure on the island.
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A word from GM, Andrew Roach
etween the COVID outbreak, and an underwater volcano erupting in Tonga, it
has certainly been a bit of a crazy old start to the year.  
We  are  working closely  with the community and health officials to manageB

 ndrewA

the pandemic as it impacts the island. Our Facebook page provides the most
current updates to keep the community informed as the situation continues to
unfold, so please jump online and follow this page.

Aside from the ongoing pandemic and our role as a council in supporting you, our
community, we still have lots of business as usual to get on with. 2022 is going to
be a big year for Norfolk and the volume of work that we need to get through as a
council to support Norfolk in becoming the ‘best small island in the world’ is
significant. This is not only providing quality tourism and becoming an
international drawcard, but it is about Norfolk being a great place to live and
work for its residents. This means quality, efficient and cost-effective delivery of
services and infrastructure and listening to the needs of the community. 

Of course, we have to balance this with what we can afford and work towards a
long term delivery plan to continue to improve the future livability and
sustainability of our community. With that in mind and in line with our 2021-22
Operational Plan we have a number key projects on the go this year.

Part of our Community Strategic Plan (2016-2026) involved a 10-year plan to
improve the quality of our roads. This meant a commitment to refurbish two
kilometers every year. I would like to take the opportunity to share with you that
to date we have completed 7.5 kilometers over 3.5 years, with our most recent
upgrades being Taylors Road and the improved road access to Bumbora Reserve. 

Further refurbishment works include Ferny Lane and Newfarm Raod which will
commence in coming months. I have to say, our road crews have done an
exceptional job not only meeting these commitments to our community, but even
more importantly the quality and standard achieved has been such a high level –
well done team. 

When you see the teams out planting and working on our roads be sure to thank
them for doing such a great job for our community and when 
you see me out and about, please stop and have a chat. 
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64 year old Philly retires to KAHVA
A part of Norfolk Island folklore, one of the
Lighterage Launches, Philly, has finally retired from
operations. Philly is one of three Government
launches which were built in the 20th century to
ferry personnel and cargo from ship to shore.

As part of the Lighterage operations, she formed a
part of what has become a famous attraction on
Norfolk for tourists, locals and visitors alike. 

Built in May 1958 by Philly McCoy, the launch was
constructed with Norfolk Island pine. Philly has been
on constant duty and a faithful asset for Lighterage
operations for 64 years and out of all our launches,
Philly has had the most storied and distinguished
career. 

On 11 May 1958 Philly was put to sea before she was
even completed. Two local fishermen went fishing in
their dingy and didn’t return. An alarm was raised, 
 . . Continued page 3
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The months of November, December and
January make up a quarter (25%) of the financial
year, but they typically represent approximately
a third (33%) of the Liquor Bond’s annual sales.  

A key determinant in reaching this sales goal is
to have adequate stock levels so that the Liquor
Bond can satisfy our customers’ demand for high
volume products (e.g. Tooheys New Beer) during
this peak period.  

The other key advantage to having good stock
levels is to provide a greater product range to
cater for summer seasonal trends like premixed
fruity drinks, festive requirements such as
champagne/sparkling, and a wider range of
clientele visiting the island with differing tastes
within the Rose wine category. 

Norfolk’s ongoing shipping challenges are well
documented, however in November 2021 the
island was fortunate to receive both a barge,
‘Seaforce’ from Brisbane, and a few weeks later
the usual ship service from Australia and New
Zealand, the ‘Southern Tiare’.  

The Liquor Bond received eight 20 foot
containers of stock off the barge and our usual 
order quantity from the ship followed soon after. 

As we headed into December, The Liquor Bond
held its highest levels of stock-on-hand on
record and was very much geared to match
supply with demand for both our retail
operations and our Licensed Premises partners. 

A little bit of shipping capacity 
goes a long way…. 

It was therefore very pleasing to see The Liquor Bond achieve record sales in December - up by 32%
from Dec’20, and up by 48% from Dec’19. This was even with COVID’s impact in the last couple of weeks. 

The Liquor Bond’s strong result was a direct outcome of favourable shipping capacity/frequency, and it
is therefore encouraging to see what’s promised for Norfolk shipping in 2022. There is potential for The
Liquor Bond and many other island businesses to benefit if the intended schedules come to fruition.
After all, a little bit of shipping capacity can certainly go a long way. 

3. NORF'K FUSS norfolkisland.gov.nf

Continued from page 2. . . and a RAAF Neptune flew over from Sydney, and joined a circling Bristol aircraft,  
broadening the search and rescue mission. The Bristol aircraft identified a fix on the fisherman’s boat with
its radar and dropped a marker. Philly was launched unfinished and headed out to sea where the two
fishermen were found and rescued. 

Famously, in February 1974 Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and other members of the Royal Family visited
Norfolk Island aboard the Royal Yacht Britannia. On the morning of the Royal Family’s visit, the cyclone-size
seas around the island failed to stop The Queen from coming ashore at Kingston. The Royal Family came
ashore in Philly with Uckoo Douran and Short Graham at the helm (pictured Royal Family aboard Philly).
This was Philly’s greatest hour.

Philly will retire to KAHVA and will remain on display, continuing her Norfolk Island folklore tradition. 

Philly on display at KAHVA
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Drone registration
intended drone operation/time,
where you will be advised of any
ending flight operations. 

The Civil Aviation Safety Authority
(CASA) states that ‘a person must
not operate an unmanned aircraft in
a way that creates a hazard to
another aircraft, another person, or
property’. Operators are
encouraged to follow basic
guidelines set down by CASA to
enjoy their recreational Drone
activity safely.

Drones can only be operated under

he largest undertaking of road upgrades since the
airport refurbishment has now been complete! T

With the completion of the foot path from the airport to
Taylors Road, Council sought to increase the accessibility
and general overall improvement of parking pavement
along Taylors Road to enhance the attractiveness of the
Burnt Pine Town Centre for locals and tourists alike. 
 
As the most readily accessible space on the island, Council
undertook the majority of works at night to save impact on
traffic pedestrians, and businesses in general. Over the
course of December, road crews worked nights and
weekends to complete this upgrade, which has improved
access to businesses, community buildings and overall
parking pavement from the RSL Club through to the
‘Village’, and all the way to the airport. 
 
This ambitious upgrade project has seen Council improve
the areas through a combination of grading, re-levelling,
shaping, adding specialised aggregate, pressure rolling and
emulsion sealing to create a smooth and accessible
pavement surface.  
 
As a cost saving and efficiency measure, Council were able
to negotiate with the Roads Crew to work nights at no
additional cost to the Council.  We thank the Roads Crew
for their continued commitment and expertise shown in
this endeavor and we compliment the entire depot on a job
well done. 
 
NIRC would also like to thank all businesses and the
broader community who worked with us while the project
was undertaken.  
 
We can all agree that the results are a fantastic outcome
for Norfolk Island.

Taylors Road Upgrade Complete
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Registration is held by Norfolk
Island Airport to monitor Remote
Piloted Aircraft (RPA's) or ‘drones’
usage. 

If you have not registered your RPA
or Drone, please send an email or
contact Brad Robinson – Airport
Operations Manager, mobile 56002
or email brad.robinson@nirc.gov.nf 

N

After you register with the
Airport, you will be asked to
contact the Norfolk Island
Airport on 22445 with your 

IRC requires all drones to be 
 registered when used in any
capacity on the island.

within 30m of vehicles, boats,
buildings or people not associated
with the RPA’s operation, 
in a prohibited or restricted area,
i.e. controlled airspace, flight
paths, the Airport precinct, 
over a populous area like
beaches, backyards, parks or
ovals, 
in areas of a public safety
operation without the approval of
a person in charge, including a car
crash, police operations, a fire
and associated firefighting efforts,
and search and rescue. 

specific conditions; flown only in clear
daylight (not in fog, smoke or cloud),
remain inline of operator sight, and
remain below 400ft (120m).  
RPAs must not be operated:

Looking south al
ong Taylors Road

Looking north towards the towncentre
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NIHRACS vaccination clinic 
Contact tracing 
COVID cleaning of premises 
Entry pass assessments 
Airport entry pass screening 

Delivery of goods and meals to those in isolation 
Airport departure doors 
EMNI logistics 
Hansard of emergency management committee
Minutes Secretary to the EMT 

Figure 1. Extent and location of known Argentine Ant infestations on
Norfolk Island as atof January 2022. Green areas indicate zones that
have undergone treatment in the past and are now undergoing post-
treatment assessments. Yellow zones have recently been treated or
undergoing treatments. Red zones indicate areas where ants remain
untreated. 

Council COVID Response Team 
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Since 30 December 2021, Council’s COVID Response Team, led by
Hayley Evans, has been working to assist the community and the
NIHRACS in the delivery of a wide range of community services. The
team has been incredible in making themselves available 7 days a
week, often outside of hours, to help the community. 

Members of this team were called in at short notice and have been flexible and giving of their time. Special
mention goes out to Darlene (Darls) Buffett for keeping the community informed over the radio throughout
this pandemic. Below is a snapshot of some of the tasks they do:

Welfare Coordinator - Hayley Evans 
Welfare and Airport Services - Tae Evans, Zac Singer & Will Buffett  
Cleaning - Edward Miritana, Di Adams, Nev Bigg & Gary Bigg 
Administration - Millie Walden, Michella Quintal, Sarlu & Gaye Evans 

The team includes: 

Please join us in thanking the members of this team for their commitment to our community. 

Follow us

The Ant Eradication Program (AAEP) is currently undertaking
ground baiting in Zone 9 (see map). This work commenced in
late October, and is halfway through one full treatment.

The AAEP program is undertaken under the guidance of the
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation
(CSIRO), and funded through the Department of Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Department and Communications
(DITRDC).

Aerial treatments for Argentine Ants in Zone 9 have been
conducted over an area of approximately 40ha by Greg Quinn,
the Yamaha Fazer drone pilot. The total area of this zone has
increased dramatically since last mapped in 2020, making it by
far the largest and most difficult zone we have managed to
treat in one year. Ant counts are showing good signs of success. 

In November, the AAEP team found Argentine Ants in what was  
first thought to be a new infestation in the Burnt Pine area, but

Argentine Ant Eradication Update

Our detector dog Bella (pictured) has been part of the program since 2018, assessing
large areas for ants in zones that have been treated.

Recently, despite her handler trying several difficult training methods, Bella became
unenthusiastic about her work. Eventually, it was identified that Bella was probably older
than thought, and she has now retired. Plans are underway to have a new dog trained for
the program. We thank Bella and her handlers for all the time and dedication that they
have put into training Bella and the ant eradication program over the years. 

Please be aware of accidentally transporting ants from one place to another. If you live or
work in an infested area, please do not move green waste, timber, soil, plants, cuttings, 

once mapped it was found to be more likely an expansion of Zone 10 that had extended across the road. This 
are has since been treated and post-treatment assessments show good results.

fruit and vegetables, car wrecks, and machinery, even if the area has been treated. Continued community
support of the program and its methods are critical for eradication to be achieved, we thank you for your
cooperation.

https://www.facebook.com/NIRC2899
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Email:  
Opening hours:  

customercare@nirc.gov.nf 
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm 

As summer is once again upon us, so are many of our species of migratory
seabirds that treat Norfolk as their safe haven for nesting, fishing, and
breeding. We’re sure you've heard the familiar calls of the White Terns,
Goesbad (Ghostbirds), and Boesen Bird (Tropic Bird), that ring out day and
night, so this is the perfect time to remind people of their responsibility to
these birds, in the form of responsible cat ownership. 

Ground nesting birds are in high numbers over the summer months, making
them easy targets for roaming cats, both feral and domestic. Already in
various reserves, we are seeing the results of cat predation, in the form of
headless Petrel bodies and pairs of beautiful white wings left discarded on the
ground.  

With more than 500 domestic cats currently residing on Norfolk, many of
which are allowed to roam freely in the National Park Reserves, and on private
property, the pressure on the native ecosystem is high.  The average cat
consumes 300g of food a day. It is also estimated that a cat only eats one-
third of what it kills. To put this into context, a fantail weighs 9g. If a cat was to
get its daily intake from fantails only, it would have to consume 33 per day
(assuming that the whole bird was consumed, which is most often not the
case). This would then suggest that the cat could have easily killed 99 fantails
in just one day.  

Even if you feed your cat regularly, if it is allowed outside, day or night, it will
hunt. Cats are natural-born hunters and it would be naïve of anyone to
believe that their cat exists outside of their predatory nature. Studies
conducted on the diets of feral cats on Norfolk Island show that they are
eating a combination of forest birds, seabirds, rodents, and insects. Green
Parrot feathers have even been found in these examinations.  

NIRC recognises that cats play a major role in some family’s lives and that for
others they may be their only companion. One way to keep your pet safe, as
well as keep Norfolk’s birdlife safe, is to have a cat enclosure. There are a
handful of people on Norfolk Island who have cat runs or enclosures set up in
their backyard so that their cats can enjoy being outdoors while also being
safe. 

Feral cats, secondary poisoning, cat AIDS, and other diseases are just some of
the risks associated with allowing your cat to roam freely.  Cat enclosures are
relatively simple to construct yourself, or you can order them online. Two
great sites to check out are   catnets.com.au and catiospaces.com. 
Or, perhaps a great future business venture for someone...? 

One management practice that is used widely throughout the world is a cat
pound. Essentially a holding facility, where stray cats or domestic cats found
outside of their home area, can be kept safely until their owners collect them
for a fee. The establishment of such a facility is mentioned as a suggested
action in our current Pest Management Plan.  

NIRC and NINP also hope to have the capacity to provide incentives and
facilities for higher rates of neutering and micro-chipping, as NINP have done
in the past, as well as registration. In this way, domestic cats will pose less of a
threat to future ecosystems and can continue to bring happiness to the
families that they’re a part of.  

Thank you to all of the responsible owners out there who do the right thing
not only for our precious wildlife but by their cats as well.    

Impacts of feral and domestic cats on birdlife
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Results from the 2017
Community Cat Survey

showed that
approximately 70% of

the community
requested that Norfolk

implements various
‘controlled conditions’

in its approach  to
future cat management

and ownership on NI.
These could include, but

are not limited to:
compulsory de-sexing,

micro-chipping,
curfews, containment,

and registration. 

The Flora & Fauna Society has
cat traps that are available for

loan, as does NIRC. 
Anyone requiring feral cat

trapping on their property, or
to report cat sightings, please

don’t hesitate to call Chris
Nobbs (F&F) on 53277. 
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Customer Care, 9 Cascade Road NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 
Contact
Address:        
Phone: 
Email:  
Opening hours:  

Free local call 0100 and for international callers + 6723 22244 
customercare@nirc.gov.nf 
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm (closed on public holidays)
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2022 Council Ordinary 
Meeting Dates

Upcoming EventsYour Advisory Committees
14 - 18 February 
Veterans Golf Tournament
Open to players over the age of
50. This event is sold out. 

20 - 25 February
South Pacific Pairs Lawn Bowls
Open pairs bowling tournament.

6 March
Foundation Day
A celebration of historical events.

28 February - 7 March
History Lovers Tour
Step back in time and celebrate
231 years of marriages by Rev.
Johnson

11 - 18 March
Line Dancing Festival
10th annual Line Dancing Festival.
Contact NI Travel Centre for info.

Business, Innovation and Tourism Advisory
Committee (BITAC)
Bart Murray, Heather Bruce, Linda Halcombe, Emily
Ryves, Dale Parker-Anderson, Matt Bigg, Wayne
Bedford and Tina Loader.

Reserves and Conservation Advisory Committee
(RCAC)
Margaret Christian (Chair),  James Castle (Deputy
Chair), George Parsons, Matthew Reeves, Fiona
Anderson and Nigel Greenup.

Sustainability Advisory Committee (SAC)
Rebekah Gupte - Agriculture 
Kath King - Business
Fred Howe - Community
Geoff Edwards - Community
Natalie Grube - Community
Caryn Harrington - Education

Youth Advisory Committee (YAC)
Nominations will be sought once the school year
starts in February 2022.

The first Reserves and Conservation Advisory Committee  (RCAC)
was held on Thursday 20th January at the Supper Room next to
Rawson Hall. This was the first advisory committee meeting as part
of the current NIRC Administration, with the Sustainability and
Business, Innovation and Tourism Advisory Committees to meet in
the coming months. These committees will be an integral part of
Council decision making during Council’s Administration under Mr
Mike Colreavy, providing an opportunity for direct community input.

A number of important topics and issues were discussed during the
first RCAC meeting, including NIRC’s proposal for a temporary
groyne at Ball Bay, Cascade and Quarantine Reserves Plan of
Management, proposed tree management policies, weed
management, cat management and the Ivens Toon Buffett
Trust. These topics will be discussed in future meetings, with likely
recommendations made from the committee to the Administrator
for Council decisions. The committee is also an opportunity for
various stakeholders to collaborate on specific issues, particularly
between the community and other government agencies, such as the
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and
Communications and Parks Australia.
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2 February 
9 March 
6 April 
4 May 
1 June 
6 July

Council meetings are scheduled at
2pm at the Council Chambers located

inside the Bicentennial Complex 

The Council Administrator Mike Colreavy, can be contacted to arrange meetings to discuss
concerns, issues or general information by emailing executiveassistant@nirc.gov.nf

3 August
7 September
5 October
9 November
7 December 
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