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History never ceases to amaze us. The further we look, the more we find. Norfolk Island retains an
impressive physical record of its convict era, and there’s no doubt our history and associated
artefacts are something that adds to the intrigue of the island for our history buffs and tourists. It
really is fascinating.

Recently, Museum staff member, Sallie Davie, visited Queensland Museum in Brisbane and made an
interesting discovery. With the help of Queensland Museum’s Conservator, Judith Hickson, they
delved into the archives and found a set of convict leg irons and a pair of handcuffs that originated
from Norfolk Island. Their records show these items had been donated by the family of Captain
Walton Drake, who had served as the Administrator/Chief Magistrate of Norfolk Island from 1903 to
1907.

Captain Drake is well known for the removal of another piece of iron from Norfolk Island – one of the
Sirius’s anchors! This is on display in Macquarie Place, Sydney – but that’s another story!

It remains unclear why Drake considered the two pieces of convict shackles to be souvenir worthy,
but the handcuffs are intriguing as no other examples remain in the KAVHA Archaeological collection.

The handcuffs, often described as figure eight handcuffs, have a bar on the right side which is the key
mechanism. Many handcuffs during the convict era included a chain, much like our modern version.
These figure eight handcuffs restricted hand movement further and were probably useful when
prisoners were being transported, rather then laboring. Whilst many of these types of restraints were
made by Hiatt & Co, the Norfolk Island example is too corroded to discern a maker’s mark.

Thanks to some sleuthing from Sallie and the great staff at the Queensland Museum, we now have
another little insight into what life was like for convicts on Norfolk Island.
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Council was fortunate to spend some time with Assistant
Minister for Regional Development and Territories, Nola
Marino, on her recent visit to the Island. While the Assistant
Minister was here, she officially opened the Airport Runway
upgrade, the new Council Library, renovations to Rawson
Hall and Stingy’s youth/sport centre, the Netball court
resurface and Lions Park playground equipment upgrade.

Council also took the opportunity to discuss with the
Assistant Minister the work being undertaken in Waste
Management, the urgent and necessary construction of a
new wastewater management facility and our environmental
work through the KAVHA site.

Council would like to thank the Assistant Minister for her visit
and we look forward to working with her on the challenges
that lay ahead for our community.

Minister for International Development and the Pacific,
Senator Zed Seselja, also visited the island to open the 3G/4G
mobile network upgrade. Council took the opportunity to talk
with Senator Seselja about an undersea cable and the
benefits that would have to the Island community, both from
an economic and community perspective. The aggregated
demand alone would pay for the undersea cable in less than
10 years. We thank Minister Seselja for his time on the island.

I visited many of the economic stimulus
projects rolled out during COVID. The purpose
of the stimulus was to keep people employed
and ensure enduring facilities for the
community and visitors into the future. The
resulting facilities and upgrades are high
quality and it was great to see them being
used and enjoyed by locals and tourists alike,
including the Lions Park playground and
undercover BBQ facilities.

Ministers visit Norfolk
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- Assistant Minister Marino

http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/
https://www.facebook.com/NIRC2899


Since 23 January, Norfolk Island has
received rainfall totalling over
430mm - well above the average
monthly rainfall for January and
February combined.

Following these significant rainfalls over recent
weeks, the outlet into Emily Bay opened on 31
January. As with previous events when Emily
Bay outlet has opened, NIRC has placed Public
Health Warning signs around the Kingston
area to advise swimmers not to enter waters
while creek water is flowing into the bay. Daily
water quality testing updates on the NIRC
Facebook page have advised which parts of
Emily and Slaughter Bay are unsafe for
swimming.

This is an unfortunate outcome, as this rainfall
was much needed for Norfolk Island’s
residents, businesses, and agriculture.

Ageing septic systems and trenches, and cattle
access to streams and wetlands, are the
primary causes of elevated bacteria levels in
flood waters. NIRC is working with the
Department of Infrastructure, Transport,
Regional Development & Communications and
Parks Australia on actions to improve water
quality across the island, with a focus on Emily
Bay and Slaughter Bay. 

Residents and businesses in the Kingston
catchment area will be contacted in the
coming months to participate in a septic
system inspection program. This will help
identify sources of contamination and ways to
improve it, including regular pump-outs,
maintenance and, where needed, septic
system replacements.

Through our collective actions to improve
water quality, we hope that the need to close
Emily and Slaughter Bay to swimmers will
reduce and result in a healthier reef
ecosystem.

Heavy Rainfall Leads to Water Quality
Impacts in Emily Bay 
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Stores 'Gaye Evans' passed on a very big thanks to Kim for the tremendous work he did on
repairing the internet, computer and email following difficulties they'd been having. 
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Norfolk Island will proudly feature in a two page editorial
of the Australian Women’s Weekly magazine, March
edition (on sale from 24 February to 23 March),  written
by travel writer Susan Elliott, a frequent visitor passionate
about promoting the island.

The Women’s Weekly magazine boasts excellent reach
with one of Australia’s largest reading audiences and a
monthly readership of 1,475,000. Audience
demographics: 79% female, average age 53, average
household income $92k, 61% are married/de-facto, 34%
are empty nesters, 36% have children in the home, and
39% are grandparents.

Supplementing the editorial, Norfolk Island Tourism will
include a full page advertisement to launch their biggest
ever competition promotion. The ‘game of chance’
competition will run for one month (24/02/22 to 23/3/22)
and digital entries will be via the Norfolk Island
destination website. The lucky winner will receive a seven
day holiday to Norfolk Island for four people, valued at
approximately $11,100. The prize includes return airfares
departing from Sydney or Brisbane, 7 x nights
accommodation, 7 x days vehicle hire, airport transfers,
14 x various tours, several meals, several complimentary
drinks, and welcome packs on arrival.

Norfolk Island Tourism would like to take this
opportunity to thank our sponsors. Without their very
generous support, campaigns of this magnitude would
not be possible.

SPONSORS: 

Follow us

Qantas 
Pinetree Tours
Baunti Tours
Hilli Restaurant 
The Olive Café
The Sunset Bar

Norfolk Island Museum
Norfolk Brewing at Castaway 
Two Chimneys Wines
The Homestead Restaurant
Norfolk Island Star Gazing
Watermill Beach House Estate
Norfolk Island Escape Collection

Take 4 with IT Manager, Kim van der Kevie
What does a day look like in your job? Every day is different,
dependent on the weather and issues in hand. I am currently
working on multiple projects and BAU work. So you will probably
see me all over the island.
What do you love about working for NIRC? The people at this
Council are a pretty good bunch, NIRC is quite lucky!
On the weekends, we’ll find you at? Hopefully fishing somewhere
but most likely socialising or playing golf.
Favourite place on the island? The Homestead or KAVHA area.

http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/
https://www.facebook.com/NIRC2899


Read article

Watch video

We’re so grateful to the volunteers who have joined us on the
mission to restore the native landscape of our beautiful island. 
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Since 2020, NIRC has been working with the
community, local contractors and the Commonwealth
to restore native vegetation in a number of public
reserves across the island. 

This island wide project received national coverage via
ABC News in January. The story focused on measures
to restore native vegetation and plant communities
that existed prior to European settlement. 

Mapping completed by Naomi Christian and Kevin
Mills will provide the roadmap for native forest and
woodland regeneration for years to come. You can see
by looking at the two maps (below) – which depict
vegetation 270 years part – there’s a vast difference. 

The map from 1750 shows a vast and diverse range of
flora and fauna including hardwood forests, coastal
woodlands and grasslands. The 2020 post settlement
map shows a very different story, showing only small
areas of vegetation compared to the historical map. 

This mapping project has provided us with greater
knowledge of the island’s historical vegetation and can
be used as a guide to help save endangered plants
and trees by protecting them, identify areas of invasive
weeds, and where to replant native plants.

The ABC news article also outlines the effect animal
pests have had on the island’s vegetation. It is
interesting to read how fossil records show the
introduction of the Polynesian rat coincides with the
disappearance of geckos and skinks.  

Norfolk Island Revegetation Projects receive national coverage 

1750
Pre European settlement, Norfolk Island had a diverse
range of native flora and fauna with various types of
plant communities and landscapes across the island.

2020
The island's landscape changed dramatically over
the past 270 years, due to settlement and the
subsequent introduction of animal pests.

http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/
https://www.facebook.com/NIRC2899
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-01-05/norfolk-island-invasive-species-feral-cats-nature-wildlife/100736448
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snprTmJi6Co


Email:  
Opening hours:  

customercare@nirc.gov.nf 
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm Follow us

NIRC is updating its Waste Management Strategic Plan. Anne Prince Consulting (APC), who assisted
Norfolk Island to develop the 2015 Waste Management Strategy, is once again helping NIRC and the
community identify ways to further improve its waste management practices.

The Norfolk Island Community has taken leaps and bounds in improving waste management
practices since 2015, including diverting almost all waste from the Headstone Facility.
Improvements have included large-scale composting, steel and car crushing and segregation of
recyclables from general waste. There is further work to do, as Parks Australia have advised NIRC
that all solid waste disposal at Headstone is to cease by January 2023.

Anne and her team are helping identify solutions for bulky waste, as the burning and disposal of
this at Headstone ceased in November 2021. This waste is currently being stockpiled adjacent to the
airport. Alternatives for domestic and commercial waste are also being considered, including
circular economy approaches, incineration and continuation of bailing and export. 

A number of meetings were held with community groups and the general public during APC’s visit.
We thank those who participated and provided their views, including completing the community
survey. Anne and her team provided a community drop-in stall at the Foodlands forecourt on
Saturday 19th (pictured). We look forward to giving the community an update on the strategic plan
in the coming weeks after APC processes the feedback from the community.

 Community Consultation
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Getting Strategic About Waste

http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/
https://www.facebook.com/NIRC2899


20 - 25 February
South Pacific Pairs Lawn
Bowls
Open pairs bowling
tournament.

February Council
Meeting Minutes

The cost to register dogs is listed in
Councils Fees and Charges
document and is $85.00 for a
unneutered dog, or $31.00 for a
neutered dog.

Customer Care, 9 New Cascade Road NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 
Contact
Address:        
Phone: 
Email:  
Opening hours:  

Free local call 0100 and for international callers + 6723 22244 
customercare@nirc.gov.nf 
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm (closed on public holidays)
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Upcoming 
Events

Valuer-General

The Norfolk Island Valuer-General, Mr Paul O’Kelly, is on island for two
weeks in February to conduct a review of the land valuation roll. 
Mr O’Kelly performed the inaugural valuations for Norfolk Island in 2017
and has been reappointed to the position of Valuer-General. 
We welcome Paul back to the island.

Follow us

The Council Administrator Mike Colreavy, can be contacted to arrange meetings to discuss
concerns, issues or general information by emailing executiveassistant@nirc.gov.nf

Council Ordinary 
Meeting Dates

Council meetings are scheduled at
2pm at the Council Chambers
located inside the Bicentennial
Complex 

9 March 
6 April 
4 May 
1 June 
6 July

3 August
7 September
5 October
9 November
7 December 

6 March
Foundation 
Day

11 - 18 March
Line Dancing Festival
10th annual Line Dancing
Festival. Contact NI Travel
Centre for info.

28 February - 7 March
History Lovers Tour
Step back in time and celebrate
231 years of marriages by Rev.
Johnson.

Council meeting minutes from 
2 February are now available on our
website. 
Click here to read the minutes.

Dog 
Registration

Audit, Risk & Improvements
Committee Meeting Minutes
Click here to read the minutes.

If you are the owner of a dog, you
are required to register your pet
under the Dog Registration Act 
1936 (NI). 
Registration is paid annually and is
due on or before 31 December. 

On 6 March 1788 Lieutenant Philip Gidley King arrived with the first settlers - a party of
fifteen convicts (9 males and 6 females) and seven free men, to take control of Norfolk
Island so the Island didn’t fall into the hands of the French who were also interested in the
South Pacific. Foundation Day celebrates this historical occasion and attracts many visitors,
especially those who are researching their family heritage. The re-enactment & celebrations
all take place at Kingston, the World Heritage area of Norfolk Island.

http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/
https://www.facebook.com/NIRC2899
http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/council-meetings-2022
http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/audit-committee-meetings

