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MEDIA 

RELEASE 

UNDERWATER CULTURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM GRANT RECEIVED 

 
The Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment through Heritage Branch, coordinates the 
delivery of the Underwater Cultural Heritage Program 
(previously Historic Shipwrecks Program) to facilitate 
delivery of the UCH Act’s objectives. 
 
The UCH Mission: To preserve Australia’s underwater 
cultural heritage and make this cultural resource 
accessible and of value to present and future 
generations. 
 
To assist the management of local underwater cultural 
heritage around Norfolk Island, the Australian 
Government, working with the Norfolk Island Museum, 
has granted $60,000 for approved activities that meet 
the objectives of the Underwater Cultural Heritage 
Program (UCHP). 
 

The Norfolk Island Museum recently signed a three-year agreement to oversee five 
strategic vision projects delivered under the funding provided. 
 
Project 1: HMS Sirius site inspection 
 
HMS Sirius is one of Australia's most significant historic shipwrecks being associated with 
the colonisation of Australia. 
 
The site is owned by the British, protected through the Underwater Cultural Heritage Act 
2018 and included on the National Heritage List. 
 
While the site has been extensively excavated, there remains material culture on site 
protected by the UCH Act that requires annual monitoring. 
 
Working with local Norfolk Islanders who are members of the citizen science program GIRT 
Scientific Divers, the Sirius site will be monitored once every three years to assist science-
based decision making for the site and to inform planning in other statutory documentation 
such as Commonwealth Heritage Management Plans. 
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Project 2: Care of UCH program artefacts and/or display development 
 
This project is a sum of UCH Program funding set aside to assist the Norfolk Island Museum 
to develop new displays and participate in research collaborations that will lead to display 
outcomes and/or maintain protected UCH in the Museum's collection. 
 
Project 3: Public maritime archaeology/GIRT Scientific Diver training and locating and 
monitoring the MV Resolution 
 
This project aims to teach Norfolk Islanders maritime archaeological methodology 
(AIMA/NAS) and GIRT Scientific Divers methodology, which can be applied to monitoring 
the diver accessible shipwrecks and submerged aircraft around the island's 26 sites 
protected by the UCH Act 2018. 
 
These skills will be transferrable in the second and third year of the project to collaborate 
with the principal investigators in the location and mapping of the AV Resolution, a locally 
built schooner launched from Emily Bay in December 1925 and lost outside the Harbour of 
Port Villa, Vanuatu. 
 
Project 4: Maritime Infrastructures and Industries 
 
Norfolk Island has always been dependent upon the sea, for transport, food, and other 
economic and strategic activities across the three stages of European settlement since 
1788.  
 
This project will work with knowledgeable Norfolk Islander stakeholders to identify and 
record a series of marine and terrestrial sites and places of maritime industry and 
infrastructure relevance to the UCH, drawing upon the rich resource of historic, oral and 
archaeological evidence. 
 
These sites include, for instance, the previously Commonwealth Heritage Listed Anson Bay 
area with the 1902 Pacific Cable station providing the first telegraphic link between 
Australia and North America (including  WWII period defences), or the whaling stations at 
Cascade (19th century) and Ball Bay (20th century) - possible likelihood of removal of 
offshore infrastructure in this area which was commonly used to create temporary jetties 
using offshore seabed rocks which included both marine and terrestrial components. 
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Intangible heritage will include associated practices, traditions and celebrations, as well as 
maritime terminologies and stories in the Norf’k language. 
 
The recording program will be in conjunction with the Norfolk Island Museum. 
 
The program will seek to work with the support of local interested divers and have direct 
feedback into local museum, tourism and heritage management. 
 
Project 5: Lightering 
Due to the limited docking facilities around the Island, a critical and nationally unique 
aspect of Norfolk Island maritime heritage has been the use of lighters to transport goods 
to and from the Island. 
 
This project proposes to undertake video and oral history interviews of Norfolk Islanders 
involved in lightering goods on the eve of the improvement to the islands docking facilities 
in Kingston. 
 
The project will also investigate, record and document all historic, archaeological remains 
and current vessels used in lightering operations along with the infrastructure, places and 
tools, and relics associated with these practices (e.g. mounding frames, sheds, tools local 
resource areas etc.) to investigate the cultural landscapes of these practices. 
 
The project will also investigate the viability of restoring, or building a traditional lighter 
based on abandoned examples on the Island, with concurrent documentation of associated 
oral history and traditional skills such as rope splicing and pursuing funding to support such 
a project as a capacity building/training exercise. 
 
This project is to ensure that traditional boatbuilding skills are maintained on the Island and 
provide succession planning for when the current boat builder retires. 
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