
MAYOR’S UPDATE 
KEEPING THE COMMUNITY INFORMED 

WATER IS OUR MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCE 
“As I said on radio on Wednesday water is our most precious resource and we are officially in 
drought.  A total fire ban has been imposed until 17 December and that decision has not been 
taken lightly.  It may even be the first time that has happened?” Mayor Adams said.  “Our 
Community Strategic Plan 2016-2026 speaks of the goal to create a water secure future for our 
community; and Council, in partnership with the Commonwealth and the CSIRO, are working to 
develop a scientific understanding of Norfolk’s water resources. This includes identifying 
opportunities to increase water security on the island.  It goes without saying that each one of us 
has a role to play in conserving our most precious resource so let’s all play the best part that we 
can in conserving our underground water supply” the Mayor said. 
  
VISIT OF ASSISTANT MINISTER THE HON NOLA MARINO  
“I am confident that Assistant Minister Marino is very much looking forward to her first visit to 
Norfolk and Councillors and I are looking forward to meeting with her.  The community might 
recall when the Hon John McVeigh visited in July last year Councillors explored with him –  
 
• How we might widen the lens through which Norfolk Island is viewed going forward;  
• The benefit of Collaboration, Co-Operation and Partnership between the Commonwealth 

and Norfolk Island to achieve the best outcome on complex matters; and 
• How to achieve a) the outcome that Norfolk Island is regarded as - A Showpiece in the 

Pacific; and b) the community’s vision -  Norfolk Island: The Best Small Island in the World  
 
The agenda for our meeting with Assistant Minister Marino will build on this platform and focus on 
the following – 
 
1. The model of government for, and funding of the Norfolk Island Regional Council; including 

the issue of land rates 
2. Norfolk Island – the Commonwealth’s potential Bridge to the Pacific 
3. The KPMG Draft Health Services Plan released in October 2019 
4. Health and Education providers for the future 
5. Upgrade of Norfolk Island’s Sewerage Treatment Plant – Capital Works Construction 

Project Initial Business Case 31 October 2019 
6. Commemoration in August 2020 of the 75th Anniversary of the cessation of World War II in 

the Pacific 
7. Future partnering with the Commonwealth to upgrade Norfolk Island roads when local 

metal eventually becomes available 
 
RELEASE OF DRAFT HEALTH SERVICES PLAN BY KPMG 
“I also mentioned on radio that the KPMG draft Health Services Plan is available on Council’s 
website – www.norfolkisland.gov.nf. It is the first to pop up on the carousel when you open the 
website. The 2019 Plan sets out a sustainable strategy for the development of health services on 
Norfolk Island.  It is encouraging to see the report acknowledges the cultural and linguistic 
diversity of the Norfolk community as a valuable part of Norfolk’s heritage” Mayor Adams said. “It 
is also encouraging to read that compared to other remote island communities, the Norfolk Island 
residents have access to a greater breadth of services.  

http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/
http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/
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“The draft Plan also acknowledges there are a number of service requirements which could be 
used to more effectively meet the needs of the population in the future and deliver a more 
sustainable health service that is less reliant on medivacs to the mainland.  Community 
submissions are welcome, with the consultation period concluding on 31 March 2020. KPMG will 
also be facilitating focus groups and community consultations on Norfolk Island from February 
2020. Further details on how you can be involved in these sessions will be available shortly.  The 
draft report is a valuable resource for the community to read” the Mayor said. 
 
NORFOLK ISLAND WASTEWATER OPTIONS STUDY 
Councillors had a valuable meeting this week with Grant Leslie from the Balmoral Group Australia 
who along with NSW Public Works Advisory have been engaged to prepare a business case for 
various options to replace the sewerage treatment plant that limit the discharge of sewerage 
effluent into the Marine Park.  Council has recently partnered with the Commonwealth to 
accommodate installation of a Commonwealth funded rising main from KAVHA to the Council 
Sewerage Treatment Plant (STP). Council will be seeking to partner with the Federal Government 
to upgrade the central Sewerage Treatment Plant (STP) which has a high risk of failure within the 
next 5 years.  The replacement of the STP aligns with Objective 1 in the Community Strategic Plan 
2016-2026 – ‘An Environmentally sustainable community’ –  
 
• Protect and enhance our water quality 
• Reduce, reuse and recover waste and end disposal of waste into the sea 
• Plan for additional pressures on water resources 
• Create a food secure community 
• Create a water secure future 
• Keep our waters around Norfolk Island sustainable for the enjoyment of future generations 

 
‘We acknowledge our Elders, past and present and we acknowledge the Norfolk Island People, the 

traditional custodians of this Island’ 
 

Cr Robin Adams JP 
Mayor 
5 December 2019 


