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KEEPING THE COMMUNITY INFORMED 

 
WELCOME AIR CHATHAMS TO NORFOLK ISLAND! 
‘Today Friday the 6th of September we welcome the first RPT flight to Norfolk Island by Air 
Chathams and a warm welcome and entertainment will greet the passengers as they arrive,’ Mayor 
Adams said,  ‘In August 2020 the Norfolk Island RSL Sub Branch in association with the Norfolk Island 
Community, the Norfolk Island Regional Council and the Commonwealth are commemorating 75 
years of peace in the Pacific and we look forward to partnering with Air Chathams on this initiative 
through their marketing and tourism strategies.  The following letter has been sent to Air Chathams 
to start that conversation’ 
 

Dear Craig, 

PACIFIC PEACE 2020 – NORFOLK ISLAND 
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WORLD WAR II IN THE PACIFIC 

We very much look forward to extending a warm welcome to you and Duane on Friday 6 
September when you pilot Air Chathams to the island and commence Air Chathams 
regular weekly service to our island.  

We write to alert you to a very special event which is being held on Norfolk Island 8 to 15 
August 2020 and to commence a conversation with you on a role that Air Chathams might 
consider playing as part of the activities planned to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of 
the end of World War II in the Pacific.  This exciting project is a joint initiative of the 
Norfolk Island RSL Sub Branch and the Norfolk Island community in association with the 
Norfolk Island Regional Council and the Commonwealth of Australia. 

The project is intended to acknowledge and commemorate the strategic role Norfolk 
Island played during World War II and in particular during the War in the Pacific. Norfolk 
Island contributed greatly to the war efforts with the highest per capita personnel 
involvement for any Commonwealth Nation in the world. The island was a key 
contributor as a forward base for aircraft and the New Zealand Army, as one of the links 
in the Supply Chain to activities happening further north, and also as a hub for radio and 
radar transmissions to assist the allies with primary intelligence on ship locations, 
movements and strategies.  

Norfolk Island was a key ally then and continues today to value its association with 
mainland Australia, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States of America, 
all of whom will of course be invited to participate in the commemorative activities. 

In brief the key elements of the project are as follows:  
 
COMMEMORATE 
•  Multiple events between April 25 (ANZAC Day) and November 11 (Remembrance 

Day) with key events being between 1 and 15 August 2020 
• Those from Norfolk Island who served with the Australian and New Zealand 

armed forces ; Norfolk Island being the highest Commonwealth Nation per capita 
contributor in the world for WWII 

• VC Reunion for all living VCs (Aus., NZ, UK, and throughout the Commonwealth)  
 
 
 
COLLABORATE 
• Military and Civilian Aircraft  
• Multi-national, allied forces (Australia, New Zealand, United Kingdom, America, 

France, Japan) to participate together  
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• Provide a dedicated Exercise space for Joint capability across Sea, Air and Land  
• Continue to build on the Vision in the Norfolk Island Community Strategic Plan 

2016-2026 adopted by the Norfolk Island Regional Council - ‘Norfolk Island – The 
Best Small Island in the World’  

 
CELEBRATE  
• End of World War II  
• New Opportunities in the Pacific (Travel, Education, Assets, Innovation, Creativity, 

Community) 
• Cruise Ships and New Visitors to the island and the region 
 
On behalf of the Pacific Peace 2020 Steering Committee we would like to invite you to be 
a partner in the event through your marketing and tourism strategies.  Feel at liberty to 
contact either of us if you feel as though you could contribute to the vision of not only 
staging this event but also to invigorate sustainable tourism markets for all New 
Zealanders to explore and enjoy Norfolk Island – “The Best Small Island in the World”. 

We wish you and your colleagues the very best successes in this new regular public 
transport commitment and also to thank you for this air service on behalf of all the 
Norfolk Island community residents. 

We invite you to explore the official website www.pacificpeace2020.com. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

     
    

 Terence Grube Robin Adams JP 
Chair  Mayor 
Pacific Peace 2020 Project Steering Committee Norfolk Island Regional Council 
Secretary Norfolk Island RSL Sub-Branch     

 
 
MEETING WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
‘It was most helpful for Group Manager Services Bruce Taylor and I to meet this week with 
representatives from the Department of Agriculture Rick Hawe (Assistant Secretary, Biosecurity 
Operations – Inspections Group) and Jessica Mitchell (Director, Compliance – Pathway Capability) 
who were accompanied by Darren Mietzel Operations Manager | Inspections Group Biosecurity 
Operations Division Norfolk Island and Claire Quintal, Director | Community, Local Government and 
Assets |Norfolk Island and Mainland Territories Branch DITCRD’.  

 

 Items raised by the Mayor and Group Manager Services included - 

• Updating of the Norfolk Island Quarantine Survey 2012–2014 – discussions are ongoing. 
• Biosecurity BETA site – Agreed to postpone communications about the site until specific 

information for Norfolk Island has been incorporated into the webpage. 
• State biosecurity functions – Agriculture and Infrastructure explained a number of functions 

that are performed by state agencies on the Australian mainland, including post border 

http://www.pacificpeace2020.com/
http://www.pacificpeace2020.com/
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activities such as plant and animal pest and disease surveillance and monitoring (e.g. fruit fly 
surveillance), incursion management and eradication. NIRC noted this information. 

• Runway upgrade – Agriculture confirmed that the biosecurity management plan with Boral 
is nearing finalisation. Conditions for the importation of aggregate and sand are near 
completion and machinery is underway.  

• Chicken feed – Agriculture explained the recent issues with the chicken feed and confirmed 
that the decision to revoke/not grant permits has not been made as yet. All affected 
importers have been notified and have three weeks to provide a reply to the department 
before a delegate of the Director of Biosecurity decides whether to revoke the existing 
permits or not grant the import permits. Alternative sources of chicken feed are available for 
import. 

• Cost recovery – Agriculture confirmed that at this stage there are NO plans to charge for 
import permit applications.  

• Bee sanctuary – Agriculture confirmed that the issue of establishing Norfolk Island as a bee 
sanctuary is being progressed by the Office of the Administrator.  

 

 
‘We acknowledge the Norfolk Island People, the traditional custodians of this land’ 

 
Cr Robin Adams JP 
Mayor 
6 September 201 9 


